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Introduction
Welcome to Bowland High School PTFA - AGM Chair’s report.  This year, 2018/19,  

has been a successful year for Bowland High School PTFA allowing a continued 
contribution to pupils.  It hasn’t however been without its challenges and to continue to 
maintain this success we need to reach out to all the Parents, Teachers and Friends within 
this school’s community and Association. This report will highlight some of the events we 
have undertaken to raise money to support the students who attend this school, how we 
have spent the funds raised and also look forward to 2019’s plans and events.

January BINGO 
At the turn of the year we held our first fundraising event which although small, 

enabled both adults and children to enjoy an evening of fun Bingo together.  The prizes 
were made up of food with contributions from Booths and Sainsbury’s Supermarkets as 
well as local businesses and parents, so thank you to those who gave generously. With a 
licensed bar, soft drinks and snacks on offer alongside the sale of Bingo books and 
Dabber’s we had fun and raised £245. 

Magazine Subscription
Each year the PTFA generously donate around £200 to the school library for 

specialist Magazine Subscriptions, which would otherwise not be available for the pupils.  
This gives variation in learning and is a commodity available to all who attend the school.

100 Club
For just £1 a month you can be part of a growing number of supporters who are in 

chance of winning a monthly prize as well as making a small donation to the school.  The 
more members we have the more we raise and the more you WIN!  It truly is a WIN WIN 
situation with very little effort.  This year we have changed the way we run the 100 Club 
and we have a designated PTFA member who visits school regularly to work with the 
Finance Department to run this - its made a difference as we now have 71 members.  A 100 
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club would ideally have at least 100 member, so we hope to increase this membership 
number this year.  How to join is listed on the school website.

Dining Tables & Chairs
The School dining hall boasts an amazing space with fantastic views… all well and 

good but the students needed more tables and chairs… So we were very happy to support 
the purchase of some additional equipment to continue to provide equality to everyone 
dining at Bowland.  This summer we happily donated £5000 for this worthy project.

Summer Gin Festival
What a summer of sunshine we had in 2018!!!  It would have been rude not to have 

held a Gin Festival in the beautiful venue of the school dining hall and veranda (See 
photo’s above).  We had a great evening with over 70 tickets sold.  Each guest had 8 Gin’s 
to choose from - 4 local to the North of England and another 4 representing our four 
Nations; England, Scotland, Ireland & Wales.  It was a huge success which was made very 
special with the evening sunset, fairy lights but most of all good company.  Our profit was 
healthy and we raised £1067 for the pot!

School Leavers Pens
We know when each pupil leaves Bowland they go with their memories of the 

previous 5 years.  The PTFA also hope that the students never forget their time spent 
learning and gaining from the benefits around them.  Each year we buy every school 
leaver a Pen with Bowland High printed on it to remind them of this time.  This year we 
donated £220 for this gift to each student.

Christmas Raffle
Never does one fund raiser truly include as many people all working for one cause.  

Staff/teachers, pupils, parents and friends all contribute to the Christmas Raffle in equal 
amounts.  We had extra tickets printed this year as last year was a sell out.  Members of 
the PTFA approach local businesses to donate prizes and this year we had some very 
generous and excellent prizes.  These were topped up by PTFA members donating luxury 
hampers which followed the Prize money for 1st and 2nd winners.  Drawn on the Annual 
Carol Service, the PTFA served Mulled Wine (non alcoholic) and mince pies.  The raffle 
this year raised a record £3000.

 PTFA - AGM - CHAIR’S REPORT 12 MARCH 2019 �3



New Gym
The old caretaker building has been renovated this Autumn/Winter for pupils to use 

gym equipment which you would normally find in a commercial gym environment.  The 
PTFA was approached to support this and in two donations over the year we are happy to 
have contributed a donation of £4500.

Help
We support the school in a non-fundraising capacity too, by serving hot and cold 

refreshments at various open events.  This is usually made up of 3-4 helpers and a great 
opportunity for the PTFA to engage with the school, its visitors and prospective parents/
students.  We will continue to commit to this over the next year.

Our meetings are relaxed, sociable and few in numbers so I would like to encourage new 
members to join our PTFA to help continue its work to support our school in 2019/20.  We 
typically meet in the Spread Eagle at Sawley around 4/5 times a year, plus fundraising 
events.

We are aiming to have a number of events this year, not least the Annual Christmas Raffle, 
but also a Beer Festival later in the year.  Please watch the school website and our 
designated Facebook page for information.

We plan to restructure the financial side of the PTFA in line with the Charity Commission 
to have an independent bank account, which will lesson the work burden on school 
administration staff.  This is the big ‘Admin’ project for this year on top of the fundraising 
events.

As chair I would personally like to take this opportunity to thank the PTFA committee, its  
members and the Spread Eagle at Sawley for all their hard work and commitment over 
the past 12 months.  All of those involved work full-time, have families and work 
tirelessly on a voluntary basis for this very worthy local cause.   So thank you.

Signed

Mrs Justine C Whitaker 
Chair Person - Bowland High School PTFA
March 2019
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