
   

especially if  Connor is on my 

raft! 

A big thank you to everybody 

who has helped to organise 

any of the special events over 

the last 7 weeks and to staff 

and pupils alike who have 

contributed to this newsletter. 

I hope you all have an        

enjoyable half term break. 

Mr Tarbox 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you enjoy reading our 

first newsletter of the year 

and finding out about some of 

the main activities this half 

term as well as the role of 

honour for ‘star pupils’ who 

have really impressed their 

form tutors and pastoral  

leaders with their attitude to 

school. 

It has been a particularly busy 

term for Year 7: settling into a 

new school and its routines, 

joining new clubs and        

societies, trialling for sports 

teams and having two full 

days out of school on the Trig 

Point Walk and the Waddow 

Hall activity day. Fortunately 

we were blessed with good 

weather for both of those 

events, especially at Waddow, 

where pupils   embraced the 

full range of activities.        

Enthusiasm was  certainly 

evident on the water-based 

activities, and I’m not sure I’ll 

be so enthusiastic to do the 

raft-building in future….    

Headteacher’s Message 
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Highlights 

 Year 11 netball team reach 4th place 

 1st place for Will at inter-schools cross country 

 Wonderful history at Quarry Bank 

 Humanutopia - a life changing course 

 Team ‘Shalom’ were HIRED 
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Waddow Hall Year 7 
One Friday in September, the whole of 

Year 7, along with lots of teachers 

went to Waddow Hall activity centre in    

Clitheroe to take part in lots of       

team-building activities. 

I was very excited but also a bit    

nervous when I got up to get ready for 

school that morning.  I checked I’d got 

all my kit in my rucksack and set off 

for school.  It was a lovely sunny day, 

no rain in sight!  A good start! 

Once at school I met up with my friends in the sports 

hall where we were put into groups and then we got on 

the bus to Waddow. 

At Waddow, we met our instructor and started our first 

activity - ’The Jacob’s ladder’.  The instructor put a     

harness on us and explained that we had to climb up a 

wooden ladder and rope working as a team.  It was 

quite high and a bit scary but I did it!  Mrs Pendlebury 

had a go too! 

After all that hard work it was time for our packed lunch 

in the big tent.  After lunch I played table tennis, then it 

was time for our next activity  - kayaking! 

For this we had to wear a special inflatable jacket and a 

helmet.  The instructor showed us how to use and hold 

the paddle, we then climbed into our own kayak and 

pushed ourselves into the water - quite tricky!  We did a 

lap of the lake whilst playing a type of ‘Quidditch’ from 

Harry Potter!  This involved grabbing the ball in the    

water and passing it to a team mate who then had to 

throw it at the instructor’s canoe for one point.  They 

then released a ‘golden snitch’ (a small yellow ball).  Even though we tried, it was very hard to reach the 

balls and we didn’t win but we had fun.  One girl capsized and got wet and we all laughed, but she was 

ok.   

After a break we went on to do some more team-building activities such as running to numbers, putting 

boxes up in numerical order and holding a rope keeping it steady whilst balancing a ball on it till we got 

it to the cone.  We learnt to work as a team and support each other and not give up.  

By now it was time for our parents to come and collect us.  We were all very tired and my legs were 

aching.  It had been a long day in the sun, with challenging and interesting things to do.  I had made 

some new friends and learnt to keep trying and not to give up and to try things even if at first you are 

scared.   

Teddy 
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Year 7 Trig Point Walk 

W 
e were expecting a damp autumnal day, having 

to trundle around in our waterproofs, but       

fortunately the weather stayed fine for us.   

The Year 7’s walked straight from the doors of 

school into the lovely open countryside, however, even with a trusty map and 11 

pupils per team a few of the groups managed to get lost! Thankfully our thoughtful 

staff did not let them wander off too far before guiding them back to the track. 

We had wondrous views and wildlife to enjoy on our walk; there is nothing more 

pleasurable than being out in the fresh air - with the cows and sheep following our 

every move!   

Everyone definitely deserved their packed lunches when the half way point was 

reached at the summit of the Beacon Hill triangulation pillar, although a few of the 

groups together with some staff did not reach the trig point before delving into their 

lunch boxes!  Some intense waving from staff made sure they were able to re-join 

the troupe. 

After burning off more energy around the large cow-pats - with no mishaps - the 

Year 7’s set off back towards school in their form groups, the first being lead by Mr 

Fletcher who hinted there could be some singing along the way!  10 fields later, or 

what felt like 10 for the exhausted pupils and we were back.   

We hope the Year 7’s enjoyed their day team-building and making new friends and      

hope they managed to regain their energy ready for the hard work in classes the 

next day. 

Mrs Armitage 
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Netball Fixtures 2018/19 

Team players should check the team lists and dates carefully to check they are available to play, if you 

are unavailable to play please see Miss Hardisty ASAP. 

Players are asked to contribute £2 per match towards transport costs, this should be collected by the   

captain and handed into the school office before the team leaves for the match. 

Captains should check all players are present on the morning of the match and inform Miss Hardisty if any 

players are absent. 

 

 

Date 
Years 

playing 
Versus Venue 

Leave 
school at 

Pick up time 

Thursday 8th November 9 Tournament Accrington Academy 1pm 
Accrington Academy 4pm 
The interchange 4.30pm 
From Bowland 4.45pm 

Tuesday 13th November 7 Tournament Accrington Academy 1pm 
Accrington Academy 4pm 
The interchange 4.30pm 
From Bowland 4.45pm 

Thursday 29th           
November 

7,8,9,10 St Augustine's St Augustine's 3pm 
St Augustine's 4.15pm 
The interchange 4.30pm 
Bowland 4.45pm 

Tuesday 4th December TBC 7&8 
Tournament 
reserve date 

Accrington Academy 1pm 
As tournament times if 

held 

Thursday 6th December 
TBC 

9&10 
Tournament 
reserve date 

Accrington Academy 1pm 
As tournament times if 

held 

Thursday 24th January 8&11 Moorland Bowland N/A Bowland 4.15pm 

Thursday 31st January 9 Oakhill Oakhill 3pm 
Oakhill 4pm 
Interchange 4.15pm 
Bowland 4.30pm 

Year 11 Netball 

Well done to the Year 11 netball team who 

finished 4th in their final Hyndburn and    

Ribble Valley netball tournament. They have 

been a pleasure to take to fixtures despite 

their singing on the bus! 

Amy, Ella, Megan, Lucy, Rachel, Alice, Emily 

and Georgia. 

Miss Hardisty 
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Inter-schools Cross Country 

1st place medal for Will!! 

W 
e had some fantastic results in the 

inter-schools cross country held at 

Witton Park, Clayton.  In the Year 

8/9 boys race Will came 1st Place!  

Amazing performance!  Courtney came 10th closely 

followed by Lara who came 14th in the girls Year 7 

race.  Brilliant result in your first year!  Rachel also 

came 5th in the Year 10/11 girls race.  Well done! 

Overall we came 6th out of 11 schools.  Everyone 

worked really hard and we all had an enjoyable  

afternoon. 

Mrs  Pendlebury 
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Year 8 Quarry Bank Trip 

It was a perfect autumnal day when the 

whole of Year 8 travelled to Cheshire to visit 

Quarry Bank Mill. This was a particularly    

important historical visit, as the mill is the 

most complete and least altered factory of 

the Industrial Revolution. The pupils were 

split into small groups and a guide escorted 

everyone around the mill and its grounds. 

The guides were very knowledgeable about 

the Greg family who built and owned the mill 

in 1784. Samuel Greg had arrived in        

Manchester from Belfast aged 7 and went to 

live with his uncles who had experience in the 

textile industry. Samuel set about his        

ambition to build a cotton mill and paid for a 

surveyor to seek out suitable locations. 

The surveyor suggested an area near Styal village because of its proximity to water and Liverpool docks 

for shipments of raw cotton from America and the West Indies. Manchester also had the perfect northern, 

damp climate. During the tour of the factory, pupils saw the original water mill and a model of how a weir 

and small waterways could regulate a fairly constant flow of water to power the mill. We also saw huge 

boilers that were run from coal. These had been developed during the industrial revolution, they were 

fairly smelly and must have taken a lot of fuel to maintain. 

In order to run the mill efficiently, Mr Greg needed a large work force. Some workers came from the local 

village of Styal, however Samuel preferred to employ children, because they were very cheap to keep and 

smaller children could do some of the jobs that needed manual dexterity and being nimble around the 

machines. Bowland pupils learnt that working conditions were extremely unsafe, hazardous to health and 

also the working day was very long – 12 hours!  

Mr Greg was also known to favour girl workers rather than boys because they were harder working and 

boys were prone to truculence. A highlight of the visit was the pupils experience of life in the Apprentice 

House. Here children had been brought from poor houses in Manchester and Liverpool, and by the  

standards of the day their lives were tolerable. They were educated in a school room and slept two to a 

wooden cot with a chamber pot beneath. Charlotte W demonstrated the punishment you could expect to 

receive if you didn’t try hard enough in class or were cheeky to the school master. She held out wooden 

dumb bells in her outstretched arms for half an hour !  Bowland pupils had a chance to write on a slate 

chalkboard and learnt that they would have been expected to attend church twice a day on Sundays.  

Apprentice boys and girls were not actually paid a wage, but they did get a bed, food and a roof over 

their heads. Everyone gathered down stairs in the medical room to see a collection of herbal remedies 

that the doctor would use to treat childhood illnesses, including a course of leeches…….. The apprentices 

were well fed by the cook, three meals a day consisting of a mixture resembling porridge. The children 

had meat on a Saturday and there was also a good supply of fruit and vegetables as the Apprentice 

House had a kitchen garden.   

Continued over ... 
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Next, the Year 8’s walked down to the village to see the workers cottages which are identical today on 

the outside as they were in Greg’s day. Inside they have been modernised and local people can now rent 

a cottage to live in.  These cottages had large gardens with vegetable plots, the air was clean and there 

was plenty of space for weekend recreation. So 

Bowland students could appreciate how keen 

workers may have been to come and work at 

the mill with its good amenities for that period 

in history. Year 8 pupils heard how Samuel 

Greg strove to ensure the workers were happy 

on the whole and wanted to work for him and 

make him a very wealthy industrialist. 

Finally, pupils got a very good idea of what it 

might have been like on the shop floor. It was 

shocking to hear that children were shoeless 

because the atmosphere was very dry and a 

spark from a metal clog sole could burn down a 

mill. Small children were also responsible for 

‘carrying the can.’ These were large, heavy bins full of carded cotton yarn, ready to be spun into weaving 

yarn. Once inside the weaving shed, we were able to hear how loud it must have been when all the 

looms were in operation at once. There were no ear defenders in those days and it was incredibly noisy. 

Not surprisingly many workers went deaf over their time at the mill. Another undesirable job was for 

small children to creep under the looms to collect discarded bits of cotton fibre. Pupils saw how          

dangerous this must have been, resulting in the death of a child and several accidents with trapped     

fingers. It was really great to see the original inventions such as the Spinning Jenny and the Mule still in 

operation, and a couple of pupils had a go at ‘piecing’.  This is a method of rubbing the ends of cotton 

fibre together briskly between your hands to create a continuous loop of material. 

Although there was a lot to see during the day, Bowland pupils were able to get a really good idea of how 

Samuel Greg created a little cotton empire in Cheshire, using lots of local people and resources to build 

his business. 

Mrs Cox 
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Y 
ear 11 have spent a day working with       

Humanutopia. 

The 'Who am I?' programme addressed many 

personal and social barriers to learning and in 

doing so helped raise aspirations. Key focus areas    

included personal and social development.  

Miss Kellow 

Since 2004 Humanutopia have been developing their 

school  workshops to provide world class courses to 

students and teachers internationally. All of their    

courses are built around their unique product ‘Who am 

I?‘ where they challenge students to open up and be 

honest with both the team and themselves. In one   

inspiring day, they target hope, confidence, happiness,          

relationships and employability, leaving everyone     

involved feeling great and ready to tackle the daily   

challenges they face. 
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The Apprentice 

W 
e recently held our annual enterprise 

day, ‘The Apprentice’ as part of the 

Year 10 enterprise curriculum. 

Held at the Assembly Rooms, a series 

of tasks were completed by the teams competing 

against each other to avoid being fired by our    

fantastic Lord Sugar - Richard Few,  Director of 

‘The Sales Geek’.  Many thanks go to him and his 

‘Karen and Claude’ for giving up their time to    

support the event and for giving the pupils a     

grilling - there were some nail biting times in 

the boardroom! 

 

 

 

 

 

After creating outfits for an air steward, completing 

a financial task selling cakes and setting up a    

production line to produce rainmakers, teams were 

then required to use their innovative and promotion 

skills to remain in the competition and to be in with 

a chance of being ‘hired’.  

After a very difficult interview session, team 

‘Shalom’ were hired, with team ‘Athena’ winning 

the points competition. 

All three members of the board were very          

impressed with the levels of confidence and the  

ideas generated by all the pupils - well done to you 

all!   

We're looking forward to seeing if any of you make 

the TV show in the future!  

Mrs Robertson 
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10B   Sophie 

10C   Charlie 

10L   Rose 

10W   Katie 

9B   George 

9C   Oliver 

9L  Martyna 

9W  Shannon 

7B  Imogen 

7C  Laura & Anissa 

7L  Evie & Teddy 

7W   Roman 

8B   Jem, Lily, Caitlan & Ewan 

8C  Helena 

8L  Ruby 

8W   Sam 

11B   Alex 

11C   Will 

11L   Ailsa 

11W   George & Libby 

Form Star Award Winners 
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KS4 Star Pupils           

Leo, Lily, Jonny, Laura, 

Faye & James 

Star Forms 

KS3 7 Curnock & 8 Benedict 

KS4 9 Curnock, 10 Walker & 11 Lister 

Star Pupils  

KS3 Star Pupils        

Megan & Caitlan 
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Tue 30th October School Reopens 

Tue 6th November BGT Preliminaries @ Bowland 

Mon 12th November Anti-bullying Week 

Wed 14th November Year 7 Form Tutors Parents’ Evening 

Fri 16th November BGT Rehearsal & Final @ The Grand, Clitheroe 7pm 

Tue 20th November Y7 Skipton Castle, Y9 Enterprise Day, Y10 RE Day 1 

Wed 28th November Inset Day 

Wed 5th December  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Thurs 6th December Ski 2019 Presentation Evening @ Bowland 7pm 

Wed 12th December Carol Concert rehearsal all day & event 7pm 

Fri 14th December School Council Visit to London 

Thurs 20th December Arts Festival Practice & Christmas Assembly 

Fri 21st December Arts Festival Whole School @ Colne Municipal 

Fri 21st December School Closes for Christmas 

Mon 7th January School Reopens 

Tue 8th January Society Launch Assembly 

Wed 9th January Society Campaigns Begin 

Mon 14th January Y9 BRAG @ 3.30pm 

Wed 16th January Y11 Poetry Live 

Wed 23rd January Y11 Parents’ Evening 

Thurs 31st January Y10 Mock Interviews 

Events Calendar 


