
Welcome to the Christmas 2021 edition of our newsletter. It has been a long 
half term and I want to extend my thank you to everyone in the Bowland   
community for your support in helping us to get to the Christmas holidays and 
continue to work hard in keeping everyone safe. 

During the last few weeks, Year 10 and 11 pupils have taken their mock exams 
and made us very proud with their mature attitude and response to these    
important assessments. They have also been involved in more preparation for 
their time beyond Bowland, undertaking mock interviews with a variety of    
different employers to give them the skills and insight into the world beyond 
education. 

We have continued to invest a lot of energy into events, activities and    
achievements and hope you find a picture or a mention of someone you know 
in this newsletter. We have been proud to continue with our tradition of an Arts 
festival and found a way to embrace this whilst following current restrictions. Alongside this, we have    
focused on the positive skills and attributes we want to promote in our pupils through our 12 days of 
Christmas. It has been amazing to see the number of pupils who have received awards for this. As always, 
our pupils have done us proud. I would like to extend a big thank you to the staff who give up their time 
to allow pupils to take part in a wide range of extra-curricular activities and events that add to the pupils 
experiences at Bowland. 

Finally, I would like to say goodbye to Mrs Lennighan our Science technician who will be leaving us to take 
up a position elsewhere. I would also like to welcome Mrs Wilkinson who will be joining our pupil support 
team in the new term. 

I hope all pupils, parents, staff, governors and friends of the school have a very good Christmas and wish 
you all the best for 2022. 
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Sharon Burch, Nicola Kay, Dulcie Holden, Elle Kayley, Shane Hudson and Dave Ashworth from YNotAspire 
spent the day at Bowland High recently with the whole Year 7 cohort. 

The 4 sessions our visitors delivered were: 

1. What is mental health, including looking after our own and being there for our friends 

2. Social media and how it can impact our mental health 

3. Coping with anxiety 

4. The importance of communication (run by Accrington Stanley Community Trust) 

Dave Ashworth one of the volunteers at this event and someone who also works along side some of our  
pupils on a weekly basis also won the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley CVS Outstanding Volunteer Award at the 
2021 Volunteer Awards held at Accrington Town Hall recently.  When asked what he thought about         
receiving the award he said “It’s all about the kids!” 

Congratulations Dave. 
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Thank you to Jessica, Jasmine, James, Sarah, Elsie and Annabelle who decorated this year’s Bowland 
Christmas trees. 

A massive thank you to Empress Fencing who donated one of the Christmas trees. 
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Annabelle O entered the BBC Good Food Gingerbread House Competition with her creative woodland     
inspired gingerbread house and she came second runner up.  Absolutely amazing Annabelle. 

Mrs Croft, Annabelle’s DT Food teacher received the following email from the Digital Editor, Amanda Nicolas 

“Dear Mrs Croft, 

Earlier this year we ran a gingerbread home competition on BBC Good Food. I wanted to let you know that 
Annabelle’s entry was chosen as a runner-up. 

Her design is featured in the December copy of BBC Good Food, pg. 80.  There were eight runners-up in 
total (from 100+ of entries) so she did really well to get this far. A massive congratulations. 

Thank you for taking the time to encourage Annabelle and help her enter the competition. 

All the best, 

Amanda” 

https://bowland.atctrust.org.uk/latest/


Year 7 have been learning knife skills and how to safely use a blender by making fruit kebabs and coulis. 
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Year 11 took part in their Mock interview Day this half term. 

Professionals from a range of career areas and colleges kindly gave up their time to act as the interviewers 
for our pupils. We had representatives from the world of law, finance, IT, RAF, NHS, human resources,  
management consultancy, British Aerospace, Craven College, Burnley College, Nelson and Colne College and 
Blackburn College. 

In preparation, Year 11 attended a workshop run by Chloe Williams of Blackburn College to help them fine 
tune their CVs, as well as practicing their interview style during PSHCE lessons. 

It was great for pupils to have some real interaction  with the interviewers and therefore develop this most 
important skill to help them access opportunities in the future. 

Going for an interview can be nerve-wracking and Year 11 were quite apprehensive before the event.    
However, the chance to flex their interview skills gave them a confidence boost and a re-assurance of their 
abilities.  They all left smiling and walking tall! 

The interviewers had nothing but praise for our pupils. Here are some of the glowing comments by our    
interviewers. 

 

“Wonderful young people who are a 
credit to your lovely school.” 

 “I really enjoyed meeting them and 
hearing about their talent and skills.” 

 “I enjoyed engaging with the next    
generation and seeing them  excited 
about their future.” 

 “If they were going for a real job, I 
would definitely consider them.” 

 “Their ability to express themselves 
clearly about their plans for the future 
were amazing.” 

 

Well done Year 11 and thankyou to the interviewers for giving their time to help Year 11 improve their    
employability skills.  

Mrs Burns 



Well done to the Year 9 netball team who put a great effort into the Hyndburn and Ribble Valley netball 
tournament on a freezing cold evening. Katie, Izzy, Olivia, Orla B, Lilly Ella, Evie Imogen, Ruby, Orla S and 
Monika. 

Miss Hardisty 
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The Wait is Over. 

Today the Y10 boys football team experienced the magic of the new 3G pitch   playing against 
St.Christopher’s. 

An excellent day at the u16s boys district badminton event with outstanding performances by both the A 
and B teams. 

The A team consisted:  Will J, Archie K, Freddie S, and Toby F 

Whilst the B team involved: Lucas HS, Toby M, Owain IW, and Spencer H 

The squads also involved Tom Y and Hayden G as reserves. 

Both teams qualified from their respective group stage games unbeaten, with the A team winning matches 
vs St Augustine’s A, Ribblesdale and Mt Carmel A, whilst the B team defeated CRGS B, Oakhill A and St   
Augustine’s A. 

In the quarter finals, Bowland B were drawn against Ribblesdale, winning 4 of their 5 games to progress to 
the semi finals where they were beaten by the eventual winners St Christopher’s. 

In our other 1/4 final, the A team won comfortably and progressed to the semi-final. The A team showed 
resilience to come through against a good CRGS A team, winning by 3 games to 2 and therefore the overall 
match. 

In a repeat of the 2019 final, Bowland’s A team pitted their wits against a strong St Christopher’s team. 
With the match finely balanced at 2 games each, it went down to the 5th and final game of the match 
which St Christopher’s won by 11 points to 6. Nevertheless, the boys can be proud of their achievements 
with impressive performances throughout the day. The A team should be especially pleased as the overall 
winners of the Ribble Valley schools. 

Unfortunately, along with the winners St Christopher’s, our A team will not get not an opportunity to      
participate in the Lancashire finals due to COVID precautions. However, a huge well done to all involved. 

Mr Gleave 

U16’s Boys District Badminton Event 









 













 



 





 





See all the pictures on our website by   
clicking the link below: 

Arts Festival - Bowland High 
(atctrust.org.uk)  

https://bowland.atctrust.org.uk/arts-festival/
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Date Event 

Tuesday 4th January Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 26th January Y11 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 9th February Y10 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 11th February Term ends 

Monday 21st February Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 23rd February Y8 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 9th March KS4 Information Evening (Y8) 

Friday 1st April Term ends 

Tuesday 19th April Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 20th April Y9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 2nd May May Day 

Wednesday 4th May Y7 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 10th May Y10 Mock Interviews 

Monday 4th July Y10 Work Experience Week 

Tuesday 12th July Be U Week 

Wednesday 20th July Term Ends 


