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English  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• All pupils will take two GCSEs: 
 

PRIORITIES FOR STUDENTS: 
 

• If pupils haven’t already, prepare for and start revising now ‘Little and 
Often’ – the volume of terminal exams mean a demanding workload 
throughout the latter part of Year 11; therefore, on-going revision needs to 
be spread across the whole academic year. 

 
• Pupils need to plan their revision – there is a free online tool at 

https://getrevising.co.uk/planner 
 

AQA English Language 
 

GCSE English Language Exams TBC 

 
Un-tiered External Examination 

Paper 1 

• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 80 marks 

• 50% of GCSE 

Paper 1 Section A - Reading  

One literature fiction text  

Paper 1 Section B – Writing 

Descriptive or narrative writing 

Paper 2 

• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 80 marks 

• 50% of GCSE 
 
Paper 2 Section A - Reading  

One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text 

Paper 2 Section B – Writing 

Writing to present a viewpoint 

Spoken Language Endorsement 

Recorded and marked by teacher (P,M,D) 

 

 

AQA English Literature *Modified Course* 
 

GCSE English Literature Exams TBC 
 
Un-tiered External Examination 

Paper 1 – optionality  

Total duration: 2x 50 minutes 

Total marks = 60 (46% of qualification) 

 
*Choose any 2 from 1A, 1B, 1C  
1A 
Anthology of poetry – 1 item 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3)              
  
1B 
A Christmas Carol - 19th century novel – 1 item 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
  
1C 
An Inspector Calls - Modern prose/drama – 1 item 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

*Ensure you have informed your teacher of choice. 

Paper 2 – compulsory  
 
Total duration: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Total marks = 70 (54% of qualification) 
 
 Section A 
Macbeth - Shakespeare – 1 item 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
+ 4 marks (AO4) 
  
Section B 
Part 1: unseen poem essay 
24 marks (AO1, AO2) + 4 marks (AO4) 
Part 2: unseen poetry comparison 

8         marks (AO2) 

 

 

 

https://getrevising.co.uk/planner


• GCSE English folders need to be organised so that accessing notes for each 
exam paper for revisions is quick and easy. 

• Attend after-school revision and tutorial sessions (most likely on Teams) 
which will commence after the Christmas break – see calendar or sign-up 
sheets in your teacher’s classroom for one-to-one support. 
 

• Active revision involving recall, particularly for the GCSE English Literature 
texts, is an effective way to revise; for example:    

✓ BBC Bitesize offers a range of videos, revision and quizzes to support 
all aspects of the language and literature course.  

✓ Make and use flash cards; there’s a free resource for doing this at: 
http://www.kitzkikz.com/flashcards/ 

✓ Revise from notes/annotation and produce mind maps using read, 
cover, write, check – this method could be particularly useful when 
revising details about the literature texts. 

✓ Create knowledge organiser and pyramids for each of the 
literature texts. 
 

• When revising for both GCSE English Language and Literature, using 
practice papers and mark schemes is an effective way to develop exam 
technique. Some of these can be found at: http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-
administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes. Pupils 
also have practice papers in their English folder; these can be used to repeat 
questions to gain improving marks; these can then be passed to the class 
teacher for marking and feedback. 
 

• Buy SPaG Workbooks to revise SPaG skills for GCSE English Language 
Section Bs and Literature Paper 1 and 2 Question 1s. 
 

• Buy study guides and workbooks for AQA GCSE English Language and 
English Literature - CGP guides, which can be ordered from school, are 
straightforward and provide a good general overview.  
 

• Read high quality national newspapers/magazines on a regular basis 
(hard copy or online), and practise textual analysis skills on a variety of 
articles. 
 

• Attend the weekend and holiday revision schools – DATES TBC. 
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HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD: 
 

• Make sure that they have a quiet place to revise – leave mobile phones in 
another room, switched off! 
 

• Ensure they have developed a revision timetable that is realistic and 
manageable – 10 minutes on one topic, 20 minutes on another, 30 minutes 
on a third. 

 
• Encourage students to read a national newspaper/quality magazines; not the 

whole thing, just articles that catch their interest. 
 

• Encourage your child to attend after school sessions that are shown on the 

extra sessions timetable and organise one-to-one sessions with their class 

teacher if they need help and support. 

• Encourage students to attend the weekend and holiday revision schools –

Literature and Language - dates to be confirmed. 

Revision Activities for Year 11  

English Language   

• Complete activities from CGP – Paper 1 and 2 Revision Guides and 
Workbooks*  

• Complete practice questions from CGP – Practice Papers (P1 and 2)*  

• Complete ‘Little and Often’ English Language Tasks  
• Complete activities on BBC Bitesize GCSE / Seneca 
• Watch Mr Bruff on YouTube and make notes  

• Sign up to ‘GetRevising.co.uk’  

 English Literature (Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and Poetry 
Anthology/Unseen)  

• CGP – Revision Guides, Quiz Cards and Workbooks *  
• Re-read each text / watch filmic versions  
• Create and use revision flash cards  

• Create revision Knowledge Organisers / knowledge pyramids  
• Complete ‘Little and Often’ English Literature Tasks  
• Catch-up on missing annotation using SparkNotes and/or Shmoop   
• Complete activities on BBC Bitesize.  
• Watch Mr Bruff on YouTube and make notes  

• Sign up to ‘GetRevising.co.uk’  
• MyLearning app / Kahoot / Quizlet Quizzes / Seneca. 

 
*Available from the English office & all good bookshops 

 



Maths 

1. Keep your revision structured.  

Before you start revising see your teacher for a revision topic list tailored to your tier 

of entry. 

2. Know your formulae! 

You are not given a sheet of formulae at the front of your exam booklet. You must 

know all of the formulae and when to use them!  

3. Don’t just read through the textbook!  

The only way to revise maths is to do maths and have instant feedback 

available.  

You will do much better spending 20 minutes doing maths questions than spending 

two hours just reading a textbook. The more questions you do yourself, the more 

you will get right, the higher your confidence will be, the more you will enjoy your 

revision, and the better you will do in the exam. Attend extra help sessions for 

support on questions you are getting incorrect. 

4. Use revision books with exam questions and a mark scheme.  

CGP and Pearson revision guides are available and there are many online resources 

you can access: 

 Hegartymaths, Corbettmaths, MathsGenie, OnMaths and Mathswatch are all 

fantastic online resources.  

5. Don’t just practice the topics you can do.  

If you are really good at fractions, for example, it is very tempting to keep doing lots 

of fractions questions and then smiling as you keep getting them right. But 

unfortunately the exam is probably not going to have more than one or two fractions 

questions. Although it can be painful, work your way through the topics that you 

struggle with, because it is much better to struggle on them during revision, when 

you have time on your side and the answers available, than it is to struggle in the 

exam. 

  

 

6. Make sure you ask for help.  

Again, once you are in the exam you are on your own, but during revision you are 

certainly not. If you are stuck on a topic or a question, then ask your teacher, a 

friend, a parent or carer for help. Don’t suffer alone! 



  

7. Practice doing questions under exam conditions.  

Get someone to pick you a set of questions from your textbook, or get some from a 

maths website (Emaths or mathsgenie), and try doing them in silence, with no help, 

for a fixed amount of time. This will get you used to what it will be like in the exam, 

how fast you need to go, and is the best way of checking that you really understand 

a topic. 

  

8. Know your calculator!  

Many people seem to assume that any question that lets you use a calculator is 

easy, and all calculators work the same. Those people are wrong on both counts. All 

calculators work differently, and unless you have used yours for lots of different 

types of questions (trig, Pythagoras, negative numbers, indices), you might come 

unstuck in the exam. Do NOT take a different calculator into the exam than the one 

you are used to! 

             

 Maths Websites 

www.hegartymaths.co.uk 

www.mathsgenie.com 

www.onmaths.com 

www.corbettmaths.com 

www.justmaths.com 

www.mathedup.co.uk 

  

http://www.mathsgenie.com/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathedup.co.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Computer Science 

GCSE Computer Science (OCR J276) 

PRIORITIES FOR STUDENTS: 

▪ Continue to develop confidence in Python programming in preparation for the 
programming project. Python is free to download 

▪ Continuous revision of theory topics covered in class and detailed preparation 
for end of unit assessments using a variety of techniques. For example: 

− Purchase a course specific revision guide. CGP offer a range of revision 
materials including guides, mock papers, revision cards and workbooks 

− Create own revision cards – write a keyword one and side and 
definition/examples on the other. It is better to handwrite however apps such 
as Quizlet may help or pre-made sets can be purchased (see CGP above). 

− Complete past papers or questions – accessible form the OCR J276 web page 
– to practice recalling information and to develop an understanding and 
specific language and question structure used by the exam board. 

− Design mind maps about a topic. 
− Revisit topics using “Craig n Dave” videos, these can be viewed on the go and 

add a different element to revision. (https://student.craigndave.org/gcse-
videos) 

− Attend after school revision sessions on Week A Tuesdays 

       

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://student.craigndave.org/gcse-videos
https://student.craigndave.org/gcse-videos


Science GCSEs 
 
GCSE Combined Science 

• If your child is in Set 4 or 5 they are studying GCSE Combined Science. 
• The full name of this qualification is AQA GCSE Combined Science 

(Trilogy). 
• See http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-

2016.PDF for full specification. 
• GCSE Combined Science is worth two GCSEs and covers aspects of biology, 

chemistry and physics. As it is a ‘double award’ GCSE, a double grade is 
awarded. For example, pupils could achieve 3/3 or 4/5. 

• GCSE Combined Science is assessed by exam only (there are no marks for 
coursework or controlled assessments). There will be a total of six exams – 
two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of these exams is a 1 hour 
15 minute written paper. 
 

‘Triple Science’ 
• If your child is in Set 1, 2 or 3 they are studying ‘Triple Science’. 
•  ‘Triple Science’. This consists of: 

➢ GCSE Biology 
(http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-8461-SP-

2016.PDF) 
➢ GCSE Chemistry 

(http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/chemistry/specifications/AQA-8462-SP-

2016.PDF) 
➢ GCSE Physics 

(http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-8463-SP-

2016.PDF) 
• Each of these GCSEs is separately graded on the new 9-1 scale. 
• Each of these GCSEs is assessed by exam only (there are no marks for 

coursework or controlled assessments).  
• Each of these GCSEs is examined by two 1 hour 45 minute written papers. 

So, the triple science pupils take a total of six exams. 
 
How to support your son/daughter: 

• Please encourage your child to attend extra sessions that are put on at 
school (e.g. lesson on Microsoft Teams and after school sessions). 

• Encourage your child to plan their revision. getrevising.co.uk/planner is an 
online study planner that may be useful (free registration is required). 

• The revision guides, which many pupils have purchased, contain excellent 
summaries of the content plus exam-style questions. 

• Using past papers and mark schemes is usually an excellent way to revise 
and improve exam technique. AQA have produced some sample exams and 
mark schemes which are available here: 

➢ GCSE Combined Science: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-
science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-8461-SP-2016.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-8461-SP-2016.PDF
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/planner
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources


➢ GCSE Biology: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-
8461/assessment-resources 

➢ GCSE Chemistry: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-
8462/assessment-resources 

➢ GCSE Physics: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-
8463/assessment-resources  

• Just reading notes or revision books is a common method of revision. 
However, research shows it is not very effective.  

• To be most effective revision for science exams should be active and 
involve recall or retrieval of information. Some examples: 

➢ Simply using your child’s notes or revision to test them. Or they can 
test you! 

➢ Make and use ‘flash cards’ (use http://www.kitzkikz.com/flashcards/ to 
make then print off your own flash cards). Of course, they could simply 
be hand written 

➢ We have produced our own sets of ‘flash cards’ that pupils can 
purchase for just £1.00 per set (to cover photocopying costs.) Pupils in 
the past have told us that using these flash cards have been one 
of the most effective revision techniques. 

➢ Read – Cover – Write – Check. Your child reads their notes on a topic, 
then without referring back to their notes they write a summary (or 
produce a mind map). They can then then use their notes to check the 
amount and accuracy of what they recalled. 

➢ Use the Moodle quizzes, even if they previously completed them for 
extended learning. 

• There are some great on-line revision resources: 
➢ http://freesciencelessons.co.uk/ and 

https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu: video lessons that cover the 
all the science GCSEs 

➢ https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience: more free video 
lessons that are specific to the AQA science GCSEs 

➢ https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7O6CcKg0HaEAmHG0SbleDH
fdJOQvUcnM: excellent videos that discuss effective revision 
techniques 

➢ There are some brilliant revision apps. For example, 23Equations is a 
free app to help with revising the equations needed for GCSE Physics.  
 

• Links to all the websites mentioned above, plus loads of other resources, 
are available on Moodle (the school VLE). 

 
 
Short term priorities 

• Succeeding with their learning in science on a day-to-day basis is the priority. 
Getting the basics right is the most important thing: enthusiastically 
contributing to lessons, completing extended learning, revising for topic tests. 

• If pupils have missed lessons (e.g. during lockdown or isolation) it is essential 
they catch up. The video links listed above are fantastic for this. If pupils feel 
they are struggling it is essential they speak to their science teacher(s). 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
http://www.kitzkikz.com/flashcards/
http://freesciencelessons.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu
https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7O6CcKg0HaEAmHG0SbleDHfdJOQvUcnM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7O6CcKg0HaEAmHG0SbleDHfdJOQvUcnM


• Many pupils have ordered revision books for the science GCSEs. These are 
starting to arrive in school and will be issued to pupils asap. 

 
 
Year 11 only: All pupils will take mock exams in late November: 

• Sets 5 and 4 will sit the B1, C1 and P1 papers for GCSE Combined Science 
• Sets 3, 2 and 1 will sit: 

➢ the B1 paper for GCSE Biology 
➢ the C1 paper for GCSE Chemistry 
➢ the P1 paper for GCSE Physics 

• Thorough revision for these exams is essential. 
 
Long term priorities 
• On-going revision is essential for your child to cope with the sheer number of 
exams at the end of Year 11. The move to ‘terminal only’ courses means that the 
workload in the run up to the exams in May and June is likely to be quite intense. It 
is vital that exam preparation is not left until this busy time.   
 
• If you have any questions about science GCSEs, do not hesitate to contact Mr 
Breen at school. 

                          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW_ueuxIreAhUE6qQKHR4bB4cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://wrightrobinson.co.uk/science-gcse/&psig=AOvVaw1-3wPOaqdSqS2zOdQ5x5RV&ust=1539764611544246


Geography AQA (8035) 
 
PRIORITIES FOR STUDENTS: 
 

Attend all lessons and revision classes - catch up missed work.  
 

Complete all your homework tasks – especially practice exam papers!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Revision 

 
1.  Start to focus on your topics for paper 1 between now and the mock 
examination. The list of Apps below will help the pupils with their subject 
knowledge and provide quick quizzes that can be done in 5 minutes.  

 
2. The BBC bitesize is an excellent resource for pupils to use. 

 https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc 
 

3. The AQA website will provide exam papers and answers that can be used 
to help develop the skills of answering the long questions. 

 https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 
 
 4. Use Cool Geography http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ 
 
 5. Geographical skills - know your Map skills 
 

Make revision active - Revise in a quiet area in small chunks of time – 
20/30 min & then get someone to test you. Slogging away for over an 
hour will achieve nothing but tiredness and frustration. Make spider 
diagrams, timelines, visual displays, posters with key facts or write 
post-it notes around the bedroom with key facts, dates, etc.  

 
Create Revision Topic Cards & learn key words. It is important to spell 
them correctly  

 
Practise as many extra exam questions as you can. Ask your teacher to 
mark them to see what you need to do to improve your exam technique. 

 
 

 
HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER  

 
➢ Help your son/daughter create a revision timetable and encourage them 

to stick to it.  
 

➢ Help them make revision active - reading a book/notes is ineffective. Get 

involved in their revision – ask them to learn short sections & ask them 

questions on it to allow them to verbally answer.  Let them be the teacher 

and teach you about a topic! 

 
➢ Encourage them to discuss the topics and recent news stories - all will be 

relevant to the geography syllabus - Indonesian Earthquake for example.  
 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/


➢ Encourage your son/daughter to re-read past tests & questions and ask 
them to explain what they did well and what they can do to improve their 
answers. 
 

➢ Have they got a revision guide? - there are three available.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

  



History (Edexcel) 

Provisional Exam Dates 2021 (TBC) –  

8th June - Paper 3 (Weimar & Nazi Germany) 

10th June – Paper 1 (Crime & Punishment) 

17th June – Paper 2 (Elizabeth 1) 

 

      PRIORITIES FOR STUDENTS: 

1. Attend all lessons and revision classes - catch up missed work. 

2. Complete ALL your homework tasks – especially practice exam papers! If 

revision is set for an assessment in class – please revise! 

3. START REVISING NOW!! For your mock exam in November focus on the 

Elizabeth topic for paper 2 and your Weimar & Nazi Germany topic for paper 

3. For the Crime and Punishment topic covered in year 10 for paper 1 you 

should already have completed revision cards. If you haven’t already created 



revision cards then start creating them once the mock exam is out of the way 

– as this topic will begin to be re-assessed again in class in January 2021. 

4. Switch off/turn sound off on your phone – avoid the temptation to keep 

looking at it! (Get mum/dad/sister/brother/carer – to hide it!) 

5. Make revision active – Create revision cards & revise in a quiet area in 

small chunks of time – 20/30 min & then get someone to test you. 

Slogging away for over an hour will achieve nothing but tiredness and 

frustration.  

6. Create Revision Topic Cards & learn key words. It is important to spell 

keywords correctly (as you gain marks for SPaG) – use “look, say, cover, 

write, check” method to ensure you can spell them correctly & can earn extra 

marks. Get someone to test you. Make spider diagrams, timelines, visual 

displays, posters with key facts or write post-it notes around the 

bedroom with key facts, dates, etc. Make shorter notes from original notes, 

use mnemonics (create words of the first letter of each fact/event), use 

revision apps on your phone, websites, quizzes (e.g. Revision 

Buddies).  Link revision with smells, colours, make songs/raps, podcasts 

(you can listen to them before you go to sleep/on way to school). Use a 

different room to revise each of the topics – different locations can 

sometimes help. 

7. Practise as many extra exam questions as you can. Ask your teacher to 

mark them to see what you need to do to improve your exam technique. The 

Edexcel website will provide exam papers and answers that can be used to 

help develop the skills of answering the long questions. 

8. Check your books and topic lists to ensure you have ALL the notes & 

have covered all the content (if you have items missing – catch up now – 

don’t wait). 

9. Use the history page on Moodle for quizzes or try Quizlet or Kahoot 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize for videos/revision tips. 

10. Make sure you devote extra time to those areas you find more difficult. You 

can be assured the areas that you struggle with will be the topics will turn up 

on the exam paper! 

 

 

 



HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER 

➢ Help your son/daughter create a revision timetable and encourage them 

to stick to it. Encourage them that they have less to revise for history now 

because the exam board has cancelled on exam paper for 2021. 

➢ Help them make revision active - reading notes/exercise book is 

ineffective. Get involved in their revision – ask them to create revision cards 

with questions on one side & the answers on the other and ask them to learn 

short sections. Use the revision cards to test them on the topics to allow them 

to verbally answer.  Let them be the teacher and teach you about a topic! 

➢ Encourage them to use revision apps & websites – BBC Bitesize is a good 

example – but there are lots of others.  

➢ Encourage your son/daughter to re-read past tests & questions and ask 

them to explain what they did well and what they can do to improve their 

answers. 

➢ History is heavily content based, your son/daughter should be encouraged to 

develop different ways to identify key issues, rather than struggle with 

information overload.  

➢ Have they got a revision guide? – there are three new Pearson ones available 

with a revision app included for their phone. There are also available packs of 

revision cards, practice paper books; target grade 9 & target grade 5 books 

for all 4 topic areas. 

             

                                



Modern Foreign Languages – Practical Revision Tips 

There are many ways to revise and some will be more suitable for you than others, 

but the first thing to say is to avoid simply “reading notes” at all costs. 

Parents/Carers: 

You can help by encouraging participation in extra tutorials that teachers put on 

after school. These sessions are very useful and are often used for practical exam 

tips.  

Also, there are a number of revision guides available from school. Please encourage 

your son/daughter to ask their teacher what is available. 

Learning vocabulary from a list 

Write the vocabulary 
from each sub section 

out separately…..

Write the words out in 
different colours 

depending on their 
genders…

Divide the words up 
according to difficulty 

level and learn them in 
batches.

Write 
the 

start of 
each 
sub-

section 
on a 
blank 

piece of 
paper 

and try 
to fill in 

what 
could 
come 

next….

Write out 
the initial 
letter of 

each 
word in a 
sentence, 
then take 
away the 
book and 

try to 
write the 
words in 

full.

Turn the language in each of 
these sections into a short 

paragraph……

Do it with the book open 
first, then have another go 
from memory.  Check your 

work – how did you do?
 

 

You could also try: 

• Colour-coding – by tense, gender, difficulty etc. 

• Writing a mnemonic to remember short sentences. 

• Using Flash cards – write the English on one side and the 

German/Spanish/French on the other. 

• Using Post-Its – Write words on them and stick them around your room. 

• Playing word association or “last letter, first letter”. 

 



• Breaking longer words into shorter words to make them more manageable. 

• Tapping out the rhythm of words or groups of words. 

• Using Facebook Chat to test friends. 

• Singing the words to a song. 

• Creating a song to learn a longer passage. 

• Recording words and phrases on to your phone. 

• Making a Wordle word cloud to have on your bedroom wall. 

 

Playing “Pairs” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Grammar                 

• Review the main grammar points that are covered in your textbook chapters.  

All the grammar points are laid out in the back of the textbook. 

• Condense the main rules down into notes and use your highlighters and 

coloured pens to make the notes clear. 

• Show your teacher and ask them for advice if you need it. They will be happy 

to help you! 

• Revise your infinitives like you would revise other items of vocabulary. 

• Write the present, past and future forms of a verb, with the stem in one 

colour and tense markers in another. 

 

First make your cards…..

You can either do two 
sets, one with the MFL 
and the other with the 

English…..

Or you can do  one set 
of cards with the MFL 

on the front and English 
on the back.

Don’t 
forget, 

the 
words 

on your 
cards  

can be 
colour 
coded 
too!

With two 
sets, you 
can play 
pairs…. 
turn the 

cards face 
down and 
pick them 

up in 
twos until 

you get 
pairs. 

Get someone to test you  
from your cards.

Test yourself, putting the 
cards into a ‘right’ and 
‘wrong’ pile until the 

‘wrong’ pile is non existent!

Museum Stadt Rathaus Schule Fluss

Supermarkt Schloss Kino Stadion Haus

Garten Markt Wohnung Theater Park

 



• Do the same for verb endings. 

• Learn to recognise the stems of verbs. 

• It’s not just verbs which are important! Revise pronouns, possessive 

adjectives, negative structures, adjective endings etc. 

• Create a “Tenses Timeline” for verbs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for the Reading and Listening Exams 

Look out for the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past

Present

Future

Print out the tenses timeline 
and write out verbs / sentences 

in each of the tenses……

J’ai joué au foot. Je joue au foot. Je vais jouer au 
foot.

 

Tackling the Reading Exam
(and the listening too….)

The longer texts, which tend to get you the highest levels, can appear daunting, but they 
don’t need to be…..

Know your enemy ☺

Generally speaking, these texts will……..

• Contain more than one tense
• Be full of opinions
• Be based on language you have learned in lessons
• Contain new language in a familiar grammatical structure – this 

is to test whether you can apply a rule.
• Be about someone else as well as just using ‘ich’ / ‘je’ / ‘yo’ etc
• Contain information which could catch you out if you don’t pay 

close attention to it!  Eg. negatives

 



You might also: 

• Read the text through before you start answering questions.   

• Look for key words that will give you an idea of the topic. 

• Use your grammatical knowledge to look at a word and see which tense / 

case / gender (etc) it is in – this can help with understanding the meaning. 

• Look for cognates and other familiar words.  Say unfamiliar words out loud – 

this might help! 

• Don’t panic if you see a word you don’t know – keep reading, the context 

might help. 

• Make a logical, common sense guess about something’s meaning if you are 

still not sure. 

• Listen to foreign language radio and music – it all helps. 

• Watch foreign language films – you might not understand everything but you 

will get used to hearing the language. 

• Learn a few words each day but start now! 

• Familiarise yourself with the different types of tasks. 

• Read a transcript (from the AQA website) when listening to information in 

practice exams – it helps with your confidence when you realise how much 

you can understand. 

• Only write when you are not listening to something – trust your short-term 

memory. 

• Practise listening for feelings, opinions and attitudes of speakers in listening 

tasks. 

• Ask your teacher about the possibility of a warm-up session before the 

listening exam. 

• Make sure you are familiar with the full range of ‘question words’ in the 

language you are studying. 

• Familiarise yourself with the names of towns and cities in the target language. 

• Familiarise yourself with cultural differences – road names (N2 / D345 etc.), 

abbreviations (LKW etc.) etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE German writing checklists 

 

 

 

Success criteria: grades 4-6 

Respond to all bullet points in the task  

✓ Structure your writing in paragraphs 

✓ Tick off each bullet point 

✓ Make a plan before writing 

Tenses 

✓ Include three tenses, e.g. present, perfect/imperfect, future 

Linking words, quantifiers and time phrases 

✓ Try, for example: und, auch, aber, oder, dazu, jedoch, deswegen, also, erstens, 

dann, danach, schliesslich, häufig, gestern, in zwei Tagen … 

Opinions and reasons  

✓ Use a variety of opinion starters: Ich denke / Ich meine / Meiner Meinung nach … 

✓ Give complex opinions: Was ich am besten /am schlechtesten finde ist … 

✓ Include negatives: nein, nicht nur … sondern, nie, nichts 

✓ Give reasons for opinions: weil, but also da (since) and denn (as) 

Extended sentences and variety of structures 

✓ Add clauses: weil, da, obwohl, wann, wo, dass, wenn, als 

✓ Add infinitives after modal verbs or opinions, such as: man kann, man muss, ich 

mag, ich möchte, ich muss, ich will, ich hoffe, ich habe vor … 

✓ Include comparatives: mehr/weniger als 

✓ Use superlatives: am besten / am schlimmsten 

Interesting vocabulary  

✓ Vary your adjectives: use a range of positive and negative adjectives not just 

interessant and langweilig 

Check for accuracy 

✓ Check umlauts and spellings 

✓ Check capitals on nouns, articles and adjective endings 

✓ Check verbs and tenses are conjugated correctly 



 

 

 

 

Moving on up: grades 7-9 

Respond to all bullet points in the task  

✓ Structure your writing in paragraphs 
✓ Tick off each bullet point 
✓ Make a plan before writing 
Tenses 

✓ Include a range of verbs and tenses, e.g. present, perfect, imperfect, future, 
pluperfect, passive, conditional  

Linking words, quantifiers and time phrases 

✓ Try, for example:  und, auch, aber, oder, dazu, jedoch, deswegen, also, 
erstens, dann, danach, schliesslich, häufig, gestern, in zwei Tagen …, das 
letzte Mal, leider, überall, einschliesslich, sogar, statt, wegen, trotz 

Opinions and reasons  

✓ Give opinions held by others as well as your own opinions: … gefällt Meine 
Mutter 

✓ Give opinions in different tenses: Ich mochte …, Früher habe ich das … 
gefunden, aber jetzt … 

✓ Add complex opinions: Was ich am besten gefunden habe war …. 
Extended sentences and variety of structures 

✓ Refer to yourself and others to use a range of verb forms, including impersonal 
verbs 

✓ Contrast or develop two points of view: Einerseits … andererseits, ein Vorteil 
war … aber weiterer Vorteil war … 

✓ Vary your sentence structures: weil, da, denn, obwohl, wann, wo, was, als  
✓ Introduce the subjunctive with set phrases: Mein Vater sagte ….  
✓ Use words and phrases that créate a longer complex clause: Bevor, nachdem 
✓ Extend sentences with der/die or wo: Das Hotel, wo ich gewohnt habe, war … 
✓ Include ‘if’ clauses: Wenn ich nach Paris fahre, besuche ich viele Museen 
✓ Add comparatives and superlatives: mehr/weniger als … / am besten/am 

schlimmsten 
✓ Give more than one example: nicht nur …, sondern … 
Interesting vocabulary and idiomatic language 

✓ Include an idiomatic phrase: Eine Extrawurst verlangen    
✓ Add an exclamation: Das ist mir Wurst! Da steppt der Bär! 
✓ Use suffixes: Ein Stündchen, Hallöchen, Tagchen! 
Check for accuracy 

✓ Check umlauts and spellings 
✓ Check capitals on nouns, articles and adjective endings 
✓ Check verbs and tenses are conjugated correctly 



GCSE French writing checklists 

Success criteria: grades 4-6 

Respond to all bullet points in the task  

✓ Structure your writing in paragraphs 

✓ Tick off each bullet point 

✓ Make a plan before writing 

Tenses 

✓ Include three tenses, e.g. present, perfect/imperfect, near future 

Linking words, quantifiers and time phrases 

Try, for example: et, aussi, mais ,puis, après, alors, plus tard, Hier, Le week-end 

dernier, La semaine dernière, Le mois dernier, L’année 

dernière,normalment,aujourd’hui,tous les jours,demain, la semaine 

prochaine,le weekend prochain. 

✓  Opinions and reasons  

✓ Use a variety of opinion starters: je crois que / je pense que /a mon avis 

✓ Give complex opinions: avant de + infinitve,après avoir + past participle.… 

✓ Include negatives: ne..pas,ne..rien,ne ..jamais, ne..plus, ne que 

✓ Give reasons for opinions: parce que, car, 

  

✓ Extended sentences and variety of structures 

✓ Add clauses:bien que, quand, où, que,qui, si,avant que, afin que 

✓ Add infinitives after modal verbs or opinions, such as: on peut,on veut,on 

doit,il faut, je voudrais,je dois,je veux,je peux,j’ai l’intention de  

✓ Include comparatives: moins que / plus que 

✓ Use superlatives:   le/la meilleur/pire 

Interesting vocabulary  

✓ Vary your adjectives: use a range of positive and negative adjectives not 

just bon, ennuyeux and super. 

Check for accuracy 



✓ Check accents and spellings 

✓ Check agreements of nouns, articles and adjectives 

✓ Check verbs and tenses are conjugated correctly 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moving on up: grades 7-9 

Respond to all bullet points in the task  

✓ Structure your writing in paragraphs 

✓ Tick off each bullet point 

✓ Make a plan before writing 

Tenses 

✓ Include a range of verbs and tenses, e.g. present, perfect, pluperfect near 

future, future, imperfect, conditional,passive and present subjunctive 

Linking words, quantifiers and time phrases 

Try, for example:  et, aussi, mais ,puis, après, alors, plus tard, Hier, Le week-end 

dernier, La semaine dernière, Le mois dernier, L’année 

dernière,normalment,aujourd’hui,tous les jours,demain, la semaine 

prochaine,le weekend 

prochain,heureusement,malheureusement,pourtant,cependant,de temps en 

temps,quelquefois, néanmoins, franchement, sans doute 

Opinions and reasons  

✓ Give opinions held by others as well as your own opinions:il pense que/elle croit 

que,il lui semble que, a son avis, ce qui lui plaît  

✓ Give opinions in different tenses: j’ai pensé que. Avant j’aimais .. mais 

maintenant.., Ce qui m’a plu, c’était…  Ce qui me plaira,ce sera 

✓ Add complex opinions: je le trouve,ce qui me  plait, ce qui me déplait, ce 

que je veux, ce qui m’intéresse / m’ennuie, ce que je trouve, c’est... je 

considère que, je dirais que 

Extended sentences and variety of structures 

✓ Refer to yourself and others to use a range of verb forms, including impersonal 

verbs 

✓ Contrast or develop two points of view: Un avantage, c’est…. Un incovènient, 

c’est.. 

✓ Vary your sentence structures:  avant de + infinitve,après avoir vu/bu/fait, 

Après être rentré,en faisant, comme,lorsque,puisque, tandis que 

✓ Introduce the subjunctive with set phrases:bien que,afin que,il faut 

que,avantque,c’est dommage que,our que, jusqu’à ce que, je veux,j’espère que 

✓ Include irregular subjunctives: il faut que je fasse. Avant que j’aille. Bien que je 

sois, sans que je sache 

✓ Use phrases or verbs followed by the infinitive: avant de, sans, je peux, je 

veux,je dois, je voudrais,il faut  

✓ Extend sentences with que or qui:qui s’appelle. Le chien que j’ai vu était gris. 

✓ Include ‘if’ clauses: Si je travaille bien, je réussirai. Si je travaillais, je  je 

réussirais. Si j’étais riche, je ferais un tour de monde. 



✓ Using depuis + the imperfect tense: elle attendait depuis une heure 

✓ Use the present with the future:  s’il fait chaud, nous irons en ville.  

✓ Use the imperfect with the conditional: si je gagnais le match, je serais content.. 

✓ Conditional Perfect:j’aurais fait/ j’aurais  préféré 

✓ Add comparatives and superlatives:  moins que / plus que/ le/la 

meilleur/pire 

✓ Give more than one example: pas seulement … mais aussi  

Interesting vocabulary and idiomatic language 

✓ Include an idiomatic phrase:j’en ai marre! 

✓ Add an exclamation: Quelle journée! 

✓ Use prefixes and suffixes: inconnu and connu. Je commence and je recommence. 

Laver and lavage  

Check for accuracy 

✓ Check accents and spellings 

✓ Check agreements of nouns, articles and adjectives 

✓ Check verbs and tenses are conjugated correctly 

  

  

Useful Websites 

All of these websites will help you revise what you need for the Listening and Reading 

exams. 

http://www.language-gym.com (you have all received an invitation for this site) 

http://www.quizlet.com (create an account and practice hundreds of study sets) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 

Excellent website provided by the BBC, organized by skill (eg Reading or Listening) and then 

by topic 

http://www.language-gym.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/


http://www.wildfrench.co.uk/GCSEPapers/paperslist.htm 

Edexcel French GCSE Past Papers 

(the topics are very similar to AQA 

 http://www.ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk/curriculum/modlang/ 

A surrey secondary school’s website with games and listening activities. 

Try the interactive quizzes. 

 http://www.targetlanguage.co.uk/ 

 GCSE practice with verbs, exam rubrics and topics, dictionary and information 

from the different exam boards is also available from the site. 

 http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/intermediate/year10.html 

 French GCSE revision practice available after 4pm for free 

 http://www.aiglon.ch/langlink/frenchrev.html 

 French revision site for grammar and topics 

 http://www.revisioncentre.co.uk/gcse/french/index.html 

 French GCSE general revision site with revision advice 

 http://www.atantot-extra.co.uk/ 

 Basic vocabulary builder including many games in French, German and Spanish 

http://www.tv5.org/index.php 

Watch French TV 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/ 

 Grammar, topics and vocabulary practice 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk 

Lots of activities for language learning 

http://www.wordrefence.com 

The best online dictionary 

http://www.verbix.com Online verb conjugator 
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Physical Education (OCR) 

GCSE PE 

PRIORITIES FOR STUDENTS: 

• To develop their fitness and practise their final practical assessments, which 

will be examined and moderated mid to late March.  All pupils should already 

have a good idea which two* practical assessments they will be using, and 

will be given a full breakdown of their current marks in early January.  Pupils 

should then prioritise their time in class and extra-curricular practices in their 

chosen two assessments (*exam board changed from three to two due to 

COVID). 

• To attend the necessary extra-curricular practices needed to improve their 2* 

practical assessment marks (*this can now be two team activities/sports, two 

individual or one team and one individual. The exam board changed this due 

to COVID). 

• To play sport at a competitive level within or outside of school. This may 

involve joining and/or regularly participating at a club inside and/or outside of 

school. 

• To understand exactly how they are going to be assessed in their controlled 

assessments. 

• If pupils are using an external sport as part of their assessment, video 

evidence is required.  They should also have seen their PE teacher to take the 

assessment criteria to a relevant coach at the club/centre they participate at. 

• To ensure they have the correct kit, equipment and have a positive attitude 

for their controlled assessment. 

• To complete classwork, extended learning and revision with an inquisitive 

attitude and a smile. 

• To revise thoroughly for end of unit and mock examinations. This will give an 

accurate representation of their progress on the theoretical aspects of the 

course. 

• To work with their teacher to improve their controlled assessment, if required. 

• To attend the mentoring and revision sessions on offer, starting after 

Christmas. 

• For revision, learn knowledge, develop understanding and then apply it to the 

exam questions. Revision guides have already been provided for your child. 

• Vary your revision; for example, download revision apps for your device. If 

you are unsure, simply bring the question in to check with the class teacher. 

• Complete all sample exam questions as directed by their class teacher. Please 

note, there are still very few past paper questions available as 2018 was the 

first examined year of the new specification. Therefore, practicing all 

questions set by their class teacher is essential. 



• Practice doing questions under exam conditions.  

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD: 

Assessment & Revision: 

• To know which practices your child should be attending to improve their 

practical assessment marks, and encourage them to regularly attend practices 

within and beyond school. The extra-curricular timetable will be published on 

the school website for each half term/full term so you can see what 

opportunities are available to your child. 

• Monitor Show My Homework to know what extended learning has been set 

and encourage them to complete it. 

• Ask your child about their current progress in PE, both in the practical and 

theoretical aspects of the course.  Discuss any areas of concern and feel free 

to contact the relevant member of the PE department. 

• When stuck on a question, ask your child to verbally answer it which will 

hopefully help them to write down a better answer. 

• Encourage a ‘little and often’ approach to revision. 

• Monitor and help to oversee your child’s revision to ensure it is taking place.  

• To make the subject knowledge relevant to everyday life.  This will help your 

child link their knowledge, for example, ‘Why is it that you see people breathe 

really quickly after they have sprinted?’ or ‘What benefits will I get if I go to 

the gym?’ 

  

 

  



Subject:  Religious Studies  GCSE  AQA   

Revision: FULL COURSE 

 
Important Dates  
Mock Exam:  
Paper 01:      Thursday 3rd December 2020 
Paper 02:      Monday 7th December 2020 
  

 Final Exam:  Dates have not yet been issued 
Paper 01                 The Study of Religions  
Paper 02                 Religious Philosophical & Ethical Studies  
  

 Support  
 Students should: 
Make full use of the GCSE interactive revision, exam preparation, information and self-
testing resource ‘Dynamic Learning’.  This is a key resource for learning and revision.  
 Parents/Carers should discuss religious issues, moral issues and current affairs with 
their children.  
They should actively encourage their children to watch or listen to news programmes 
for related religious content and note such.  It is important that students are encouraged to 
evaluate such issues, and construct arguments for and against a concept or issue.  
Parents / Carers should ensure homework tasks are complete and encourage them to 
attend after school revision / help classes or those arranged online.  
  

Additional support in school and /or resources  
  

Students should:  
Complete tests set on the Dynamic Learning resource  
Make use of the Audio Visual Resources (Power-Points) on ‘One Drive’  
Make use of the Revision Booklets  
Make use of a Revision Book & Notes, Mind-maps, and Domino Cards   
Attend Revision Classes: After School / Online (Thursday 3:30-5:00) & Days during 
Easter Holiday (Covid restrictions permitting) 
  
Further information and resources can be found at:  
Exam Board Website: 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062 
  

Please feel free to contact me at: 
jsimmonds@bowlandhigh.lancs.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

            

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
mailto:jsimmonds@bowlandhigh.lancs.sch.uk


Hair and Beauty 

 

The VTCT Level 2 Certificate in Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy (VRQ) is a 

technical award specifically for 14-16 year olds. This qualification aims to support 

young people to: 

- develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of the hair and beauty sector 

- develop knowledge which spans the entire vocational sector and related industries 

- develop academic study and transferable skills that will support progression within 

the hair and beauty sector and more broadly. 

  

This qualification has proved invaluable to any pupils wanting to start their career in 

the Hair & Beauty sector or just to improve their general skills in this area. 

 

The pupils have all passed one unit at a commendable level, they have 

submitted one unit and are now working on the final two units.  

• The first is an examination which will take place in the first week of 

January 2021.  

 

• This is the pupils only opportunity to sit this exam, and therefore 

detailed revision is required leading up to the examination.  

 

• The final unit is delivered and taught in class and submitted, in the 

same format as the units completed last year, for external 

moderation.  

                                                               

 

 

 

 



Construction 

The pupils have all received their Safety and Security theory examination grade 

which was awarded last summer. They are now working on the last two units. The 

first is a continuation of the practical course from year 1.  

Pupils are working on Joinery and Brickwork 

Pupils have completed Painting and decorating  

They must listen carefully to instructions from expert tutors and follow their 

guidance in order to access the highest practical marks.  

All pupils should be wearing their blue construction hoody and suitable footwear. 

The second unit is a second examination and is being studied in school during their 

single theory lesson on Monday and the alternative theory week on a Thursday.  

This is an opportunity to access the higher marks and all pupils must take advantage 

of this.  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


