Bowland High
Newsletter
Welcome to the February edition of our newsletter,
which reflects on a very full half term. Since the turn
of the year there have been a number of special
events, including having important visitors such as the
chefs from James’ place into school to support the
learning of pupils. We have also focused on the
development of important skills for Year 10 with the
development of interview techniques followed by a
mock interview day. All of these feature in this
edition. There have been several visits including ‘An
Inspector Calls’, ‘Hitler on Trial’ and the R.E. Day
Headteacher’s
visiting a number of religious buildings in our local
Message
area. Pupils have been out supporting the local
community with events such as making lanterns and
being involved in the ‘Snow Moon’ festival in Clitheroe. We have celebrated huge
success with our pupils in a number of areas. Three of our acts made it to the
final of GRAB and the group ‘Six’ were the overall winners. One of our pupils also
made it to the Young Chef district final and celebrated a fantastic win. A huge
well done to all of these pupils.
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In keeping with tradition at Bowland High, all
our students made the exciting journey to The
Muni Theatre in Colne on the final day of term to
watch the spectacular Bowland High Arts
Festival.
This year it was presented by Jerome and Danny
who did a fabulous job introducing all the acts.
Well done to all the participants and to Curnock
and Lister who were the joint winners of the
day, it was a fantastic way to end the term.

“The will to win, the desire to succeed, the

urge to reach your full potential… these
are the keys that will unlock the door to
personal excellence.”
Confucius

We have exciting fundraising news.
You can now find Bowland High on The Giving Machine, a great fundraising site that lets you raise donations
for Bowland High whenever you shop online. It’s easy to use and doesn’t cost you (or us) a penny!
The Giving Machine is a fundraising charity setup to help other charitable causes raise money online. By
signing up and shopping online via The Giving Machine you will generate a free cash donation for us. With
over 2,200 of your favourite retailers, including Amazon, Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Tui, Sainsbury, John Lewis &
Partners and Waitrose & Partners, you are bound to find what you need and generate a donation.
To start raising free donations go to https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/bowland-high-266821 and
join – it’s that easy.
You can also download the free desktop reminder app to help you remember to always shop online via The
Giving Machine https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/shop-and-give/
Thank you for your support.

Bowland High was invited by the Cloud Spotting Festival team, to create a lantern for the Snow Moon
Festival Twilight Parade. Arts Council England provided the opportunity for three rural communities within
the Ribble Valley to design and make a bespoke lantern, so Bowland took up the challenge.
Sculptural creative artist Janine Walker came into school on two occasions to work with 11 students and
together they produced a stunning willow and paper lantern based around a comet theme. It was a simple
process of shaping the extremely bendy willow whips, securing and then covering with a couple of coats
of tissue paper and glue. Once dry, all the volunteers had a go at painting the comet in warm shades of
red, orange and yellow, with gold leaf details then paint
on top with special paint marker pens. Coloured
cellophane streamers were added, the effect was
beautiful and looked amazing when lit from within.
Several of the students joined in the twilight parade and
gamely carried the lantern on a long bamboo pole
through Clitheroe on Saturday 8th February. The parade
including a rocket, a massive bird which took three
people to operate the wings, a bee and a scary looking
old lady with huge hands, promenaded around the castle
grounds, through the high street and came to an end in
the market area. The whole event was great fun as a
samba band played fabulous tunes all the way around,
which got everyone dancing and in a party mood.
The lantern will be on display in school. Well done Lydia,
Betty, Rosie, Emma, Monika, Milly & Megan from Year 7
and Phoebe, Eliza, Ruby & Ella from Year 9.
Mrs Cox

On Wednesday the 29th of January, a group of Year 9 students,
myself included, travelled to the Alhambra Theatre in Bradford to
view Stephen Daldry’s critically acclaimed “An Inspector Calls”. The
play was written in 1945 by J.B-Priestley, fittingly Bradford was his
hometown, and we were able to view his play the way he intended
the public to see it.
The play itself was a fantastic success with students and staff
enjoying it alike. “An Inspector Calls” is set in Edwardian England in
the April of 1912. It follows the story of a deceased working class girl,
Eva Smith, through the Inspector’s inquiries and supernatural
omniscience and the responsibility the ‘Birling family’ must accept.
The performance was truly gripping, and the emotion and tension
was at an exemplary level. We were all hooked until the dramatic
climax, and the scandalous downfall of the highly-respected Birling
family name.
The staging metaphors and character portrayals within the play, goes
to show the level of detail and precision put into its creation back in 1945. My personal favourite part of
the show was when the Birling’s ‘contentedness’ was shattered, shown by the utter destruction of the
stage, set (even the dining table) and the family itself.
In conclusion I believe the visit was roaring success and I would highly suggest going to see it, as it was a
truly spectacular performance.
Written by Evan

St Christopher’s Deliver an Assembly to
Year 11
St Christopher's Sixth Form delivered a
comprehensive assembly to Year 11 pupils
outlining the qualifications they are able to
study there.
Current sixth formers, including ex-Bowlander
Emily, gave a personal account of day-to-day
life at college.
Thank you to Paul Cuff and the sixth form
students for coming along to Bowland High to
share their experience and knowledge with
Year 11.
Mrs Burns

Burnley College’s Options Session with
Year 8
Year 8 were treated to an excellent options
session by Burnley College. They played a board
game, designed by the college that helped them
explore their different career paths after Bowland
High.
It was a fun and interactive way for Year 8 pupils
to reflect on their option choices this next half
term.
Mrs Burns

Fort Vale Engineering Apprenticeships
Rebekah Hayes came into Bowland High to
chat to Year 11 pupils about the
apprenticeships available at Fort Vale
Engineering.
The engineering apprenticeships available are
mechanical
engineering,
toolmaking,
mechatronics and fabrication and welding.
The office based apprenticeships available are
IT, accounting and HR.
Several Year 11’s chatted to Rebekah about
the career opportunities Fort Vale are offering
and gained valuable advice on the application
process.
Mrs Burns

During National Apprenticeship Week, Cath
Robinson from ASK (The Apprenticeship Support
and Knowledge for schools) spent the day at
Bowland High.
She delivered a comprehensive assembly to
Year 11, outlining the amazing variety of
apprenticeships available at all different levels
from post school up to degree level.
As well as a lunchtime drop in, Cath delivered
workshops for Year 11 pupils interested in an
apprenticeship after Bowland High. They were
also able to search for apprenticeship vacancies
in their chosen area and Cath explained the
application process.
Year 11 got a real insight into what the
apprenticeship route involves and the exciting
opportunities available to them.
Mrs Burns

Many thanks to Hayley Stewart from Nelson & Colne College who came into Bowland High to deliver an
interview technique workshop.
Year 10 have already completed an application form for their mock interview day so this was an
opportunity to flex their interview skills which will help to develop this vital employment skill which will
benefit them throughout their future careers.
Mrs Burns

Year 10 took part in Bowland High's Mock Interview Day recently. Their completed application forms were
given to a range of professionals who then conducted a realistic interview for each pupil.
Interview nerves were present before the pupils went in to meet their interviewer, but they were smiling as
they left! Pupils found it a worthwhile activity to help them improve their employability skills and the
interviewers praised Year 10 for their outstanding enthusiasm and communication skills.
Mrs Burns

Congratulations to Felix and Megan shown here and to Emma, Toby, Sadie, Thomas and Evie who all
came first and received a medal at the recent Swimming Gala.

Felix

This handsome young man is ‘Archie Christopher’,
the 3 month old son of Jenny Goy the director of
finance and operations for The Trust.
Congratulations Jenny, bet you never thought
that your heart was going to be stolen by such a
small little man!

Megan

Please congratulate Karolina who represented the Ribble Valley Rotary in the district final of the Young
Chef competition recently and won!
Karolina will now go through to the regional final in Leeds.

Year 9 catering pupils were treated to the professional skills of two
chefs from James' Places. Dan, who chefs at Holmes
Mill demonstrated the skill of filleting a sea bass and cod and then
pan frying with a beurre noisette (brown butter sauce). Ian, who is
a chef at Eaves Hall, showed our pupils how to fillet mackerel and
the varying ways to prepare fish including, grilling, torching and
curing raw (ceviche).
The pupils enjoyed learning form the professionals as well as
chatting about what their careers involved.
Thankyou to the chefs and James Places!
Mrs Burns

Thank you to Wellgate Fisheries Clitheroe for providing Year 9 catering with mackerel for practicing
their filleting skills.

Year 11 took part in an R.E. day recently which consisted of visiting various places of worship around
Clitheroe including St. Mary Magdalene’s, Clitheroe Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, St Michael and St
John, Clitheroe Masjid, and St. James’. Throughout the day pupils asked our hosts many interesting
questions and respectfully listened to their answers. Each place we visited commented very positively on the
pupils’ attitude, effort and behaviour. At the end of the day we returned to The Grand who very kindly
hosted this event.
Mr Simmonds

Six

Amelia
Congratulations to Ginny, Hazel, Lizzi, Erin, Kiera,
and Evie - members of the dancing and singing act
Six along with Amelia and Joel for competing in the
2020 GRAB final held at The Grand in Clitheroe
recently. Six won the title with the song ‘Ex-Wives’
from the musical ‘Six’ which is a modern account of
the eventful lives of Henry VIII’s wives. Joel
received 4th place and then went on to compete
at the O2 Arena London Open Mic UK Grand Final
where he was selected as a Showcase Winner
which means he will get the chance to meet with
'Future Music' to discuss further development of his
musical career.
GRAB is the Ribble Valley inter-school’s talent
competition incorporating acts from Clitheroe Royal
Grammer School, Ribblesdale High School, St
Augustine’s RC High School and Bowland High
School.
Read the Burnley Express article here

Joel

Amelie

Katie

Lucie

Sophie

Congratulations to the following pupils who made it through the society election campaign.
Society officials will organise events such as the arts festival, swimming gala and inter-society competition.
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Mrs Whittaker In Conversation with Mr Richard Bannister
(Executive Chairman Boundary Mill Stores)
On Education:
Mr Bannister thoroughly enjoyed his education and says “it was fantastic…amazing” despite modestly
referring to himself as being “thick as two short planks”. He clearly isn’t, but his undiagnosed severe
dyslexia meant his school experience caused him to believe he was “thick”. He learned how to “duck and
dive” he says until the exams which “found him out”. Passing only one O Level in Maths has certainly not
held the wealthy multi-millionaire back in life. So what did he get from education?
The successful entrepreneur believed his schools were “amazing” for all the experiences he was
offered. Sent to Malsis boarding school in Yorkshire at age 8 and then continuing to Stowe school,
Buckinghamshire until the age of 17 he refers to his schools fondly as offering him life experiences which
would be so valuable for his future self.
“You have to try – always try your best.”
“We all have to do things we don’t want to do.”
“If you make a mistake, hold your hand up – I’ve made so many mistakes.”
Mr Bannister describes how he was “beaten a number of times” and whilst he was not advocating a return to
such severe disciplinary measures, he says “discipline is so important” along with “politeness and
respect”.
“Boys – be polite and show respect and the rest follows…”
Also, his schooling gave him access to a wide variety of different sporting activities: “Sport is important,”
he says. As boys, we used to go to bed shattered having been woken at 7am for swimming. I loved tennis
and even coached it some years later in Germany.”
Mr Bannister learned to love sport from a young age and says of his school life “I was good at sport. My
eldest brother, he was head boy, but for me sport was what I was good at doing.”
Mr Bannister strongly believes that “the art of a good school is understanding that “everybody has a talent
and the school’s job is to bring that talent out, in whatever form that may be.”
From cricket to rugby, Mr Bannister stresses the importance of doing daily sporting activities for boys and
how boys need this physical exertion on a daily basis.
Mr Bannister also completed a year at Nelson and Colne college and says that’s where his real education
about life began, having “been spoilt” up until this point.
“Exams are important and will always be important but schooling is about so much more than that”. He also
is “not a fan of university” unless you are to become a professional such as a doctor or a teacher. He
believes to learn about life you sometimes have to start at the bottom of the job pile and work your way up.
On Work:
“After college my father sent me to Germany to work in a fish factory!” Mr Bannister reasoned it was to
learn about the real world of work and he talks highly of the German ways of doing things: precise,
regimented. “We started work at 6am and finished at 6pm with only a 15 minute break and 30 minute
lunch”. Here, he learned a lot about the importance of hard work and long hours.
Mr Bannister’s admiration for his grandfather, whom he never met, is clear and he talked about his
successful textiles business. “But,” he says “the world of textiles changed so much and his business was shut
down”.
“People misunderstand that I was somehow given Boundary Mill as a successful business. Actually I was
given some fabric in boxes and told I could take over Boundary Mill, but, in doing so, I inherited debt that
far outweighed the asset.

Mr Bannister remembers “the first day’s takings was insufficient to pay the only three staff that he
had. He says we “pedalled hard” with no cash to make the business work. He built relationships with retailers
and sold stock on a “sale or return” policy. In actual fact, no stock is owned by Boundary Mill. It is run by
concessions with Boundary taking a percentage of their sales. “This was hard work,” Mr Bannister says but
once one huge retailer got on board, others would soon follow.”
“I have always been hungry and I worked seven days a week to build up Boundary Mill Stores” Clearly,
hard work and a drive to succeed were motivating factors for Mr Bannister.
“You’ve got to love what you do,” Mr Bannister expresses, “or else there is no point being in a job where you
stare at the clock waiting for the end of the day. Choose a job you’re passionate about. It should be
90% enjoyable and 10% unpleasant.”
During 1990 there was a recession and the high street retailer could not have been in a worse position for
selling stock; this was a huge advantage for Boundary Mill selling end of line, discounted stock and Mr
Bannister says this is “when we took off”.
Investing in other businesses, such as property and computing businesses has brought some great things his
way but there have also been some “mistakes” Mr Bannister says. However, he regrets nothing stating “you
have got to take risks in life – calculated risks”.
On Mental Health and Relaxation:
“Some people have genuine mental health issues, but the rest of us need to understand the importance of
exercise” is Mr Bannister’s top tip. Despite having worked tirelessly over his 38 years in business, he says it
did him no harm but he has always enjoyed running and tennis. Other ways of relaxing are grouse shooting,
fishing and watching films.
Not a fan of social media, Mr Bannister tells young people to “look up and get off your phones…..go
outside and learn how to talk to each other”.
On lessons in life:
Severe dyslexia has never been a barrier to Mr Bannister. Instead, he believes it has made his life
simpler. He uses the analogy of crossing a road to suggest most people will look left, look right, then left
again. He says, “Me, I look left, I look right and then I cross.” Having dyslexia has meant he does not dither.
On being asked whether or not he believed success was largely owing to fate or hard work, Mr Bannister
states it is hard work first with a little bit of luck. Interestingly, he points out that “the harder you work,
the more luck you actually seem to get”.
For anyone wanting to start a business, it is important to “run your business for the 99% and not for the
1%”. It is equally important, if you want to run a successful business, “to not be frightened of taking on
people better than you.”
Life is not always fair and tragedy strikes people in their lives at some time or another, to varying degrees.
Mr Bannister is no stranger to personal tragedy having lost both his sister and his youngest brother. He
admits overcoming obstacles is not easy, and there have been moments when he “could have packed
everything in”. Reasons for not doing so have been his wife and son and close family and friends and also
being able to “enjoy your job” which meant he could then “escape in the job you love.”
“Success is definitely not the same as happiness, but being successful can make you happy. Everyone
needs to dream. If you don’t have dreams to make a reality, then you are not going to be
successful.”
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Date

Event

Monday 24th February

School Reopens

Tuesday 3rd March

Y9 Holocaust Day, Y10 R.E., Y11 Study Skills

Wednesday 4th March

Y9 Parents' Evening

Thursday 5th March

World Book Day

Friday 6th March

Prefect Awards Assembly

Monday 9th March

Y11 Geography Trip

Thursday 12th March

Y11 Geography Trip

Monday 16th March

Y10 Geography Trip

Wed 25th Mar to Fri 27th Mar The School Show @ The Grand 7.30pm
Monday 30th March

Star Awards - all week

Friday 3rd April

School Closes for half term

Monday 20th April

School Reopens

Tuesday 21st April

Attendance Reward

Wednesday 22nd April

Y7 Parents’ Evening

