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Bowland High 
Newsletter 

Welcome to the Christmas 2019 edition of our  newsletter. It has been a long half 
term and as such there is a lot to celebrate in this issue. 

With a wide range of events, activities and      
achievements over the last 8 weeks, I hope you find a 
picture or a mention of someone you know.    
Achievements have included winning the ‘Engineering 
Because’ Competition as well as the RHS Garden   
Design Competition. The level of talent has been   
exceptional this year both at Bowland’s Got Talent 
and in the Carol Concert and as if that isn’t enough, 
the pupils have been involved in a wide range of 
amazing extra-curricular activities. I would like to say 
a huge thank you to staff who have organised these 
events or have supported pupils during them.  

I would like to thank all pupils who sold tickets for 
the PTFA raffle and everyone who bought tickets on 

their behalf. This year we raised over £2,900 which is a  fantastic amount of 
money to go towards more outdoor equipment and shelter for the pupils. I would 
also like to thank all of the pupils and their teachers who have been involved in 
activities at this time of year to raise funds or other donations for people facing 
challenging circumstances and for the well-being of others. This truly embraces 
the ethos of Bowland. 

Governing body 

Following on from the Parent-Governor Elections, we welcome Mrs Ireland onto 
the school local governing body and wish her every success in this role. 

I hope all pupils, parents, staff, governors and friends of the school have a very 
good Christmas and I wish you all the very best for 2020.  

Mrs Fielden 

Highlights 

• Page 9 - Joel Wins Bowland’s Got Talent 

• Page 16 - Library Summer Reads Competition 

• Page 28 - Karolina Wins the Rotary Young Chef Comp 

• Page 33 - Hazel’s Review of Poetry Live 

Headteacher’s 
Message 



17 pupils from Bowland High were joined by 5 pupils from Witton Park on the adventure of a lifetime to 
China in the half term holiday. 

The trip started with a ‘whistle-stop’ 2 days in Beijing where pupils spent an afternoon visiting the        
Forbidden City and then an evening visit to the night market to try some of the local delicacies. A number 
of pupils and staff took on the challenge of eating a cricket but Mr Fletcher went a step further to try a 
barbecued cockroach – something that I’m sure he won’t be doing again in a hurry! The next day the 
whole group visited the Mutianyu section of The Great Wall of China which was a real trip highlight. All 
that remained was a spot of haggling at the Pearl Market before catching the overnight sleeper train to 
Shanghai. 

The two days spent in and around Shanghai were superb and         
everybody was impressed with both the old and new parts of this 
somewhat cosmopolitan city. On the second day in  Shanghai we took 
the subway to Zhujiajiao Ancient Water Town which was a fabulous 
treat.  Then it was time to catch the train down to Fuzhou to our  
partner school. Pupils were met at school Number 16 with huge    
bouquets and teddy bears by the host families. The next five days 
were spent in school and on trips during the day and then with host 
families in the evening. 

Overall this was an amazing experience and one that pupils and staff 
alike will not forget in a hurry. 

We hope to be able to offer the experience again in future years – 
watch this space! 

Miss Yates 





Pupils who achieved 100% attendance last half term were awarded with a chocolate lolly                             
and watched a short film. 



Year 7 

Year 8 



Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 



Well done to Lois and Matthew, Head girl and boy, for laying the wreath in Chatburn on behalf of the 
school on Remembrance Sunday. As always you made us proud. We remember. 

Mrs Fielden 



A wide range of local employers took part in our futures event recently. 

It was an opportunity for our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils to chat to a range of employers and meet     
current apprentices, many who were ex-Bowlanders! 

During the evening there were brief talks by apprentices and employers such as James Alpe Ltd, Johnson 
Matthey, Carefoot PLC and Fort Vale Engineering.  They shared their career journey’s and top tips.  These 
included: work hard, find out what you enjoy and seize every opportunity! 

Mrs Burns 

Mrs Burns is available    

every break and lunch-time 

for careers guidance. 



Fourteen acts recently took part in our annual Bowland’s Got Talent final. These acts had already got 
through the previous heat which was held in school. 

Pupils from Years 7 through to Year 11 took part in the show which was performed to a packed audience 
at The Grand in Clitheroe. There was an amazing array of talent on show from singing and dancing to 
comedy, pantomime and even a poi performance. Mrs Fielden, who helped to judge on the night, said 
that she felt it was the strongest show yet and she really struggled to pick the winners as everybody was 
so talented. 

The final places were as follows: 

1st - Joel (performance of an original song) 
2nd - ‘Six’ featuring Erin, Kiera, Hazel, Lizzie, Ginny and Evie (A musical theatre performance from the 
show SIX) 
3rd - Amelia (singing performance) 
Wild card – Meeka (performance of an original song) 

These four acts will now go on to represent Bowland in the GRAB finals against the other schools in the 
Ribble Valley.  The semi-final and final will both be held in January. Good luck to them all. 

Miss Yates 





Two Year 9 teams took part in the Engineering Because competition held at Nelson and Colne College   
recently. 

The challenge was to design and build a crane to lift and transport a weight over a gap to a ship and     
deposit the weight.  Everything was provided, but teams could buy extra equipment using 'college dollars'. 

Points were awarded for: teamwork and organisation as well as design and analysis. 

Producing a portfolio with drawings and working sketches, teams had to show why they had chosen their 
final design and then the judges tested the build quality of the finished crane. 

Congratulations to Levi, Freddie, Ben and Tom who beat off 30 competing teams to win the competition. 

You can't use up creativity.  
The more you use the more you have.  

Maya Angelou 



Scholastic brought us hundreds of books for the pupils to choose from. There was a fantastic 
range:  'Wonder' (one of my favourites), 'Top Marks for Murder' (not as dark as it seems), 
'Grenade' (WW11) & 'Kid Normal & the Shadow Machine' (award winning comedy) to name a few. We sold 
an amazing £854 of books! I'm guessing mainly thanks to the bank of mum and dad! So thank you to    
everyone that contributed in any way towards helping pupils explore the world of books and owning their 
favourite.  

In the picture below you'll see some of the books we received free of charge because of the amount of 
books we sold. They are all stickered, catalogued and on the shelves ready for loan. 

Mrs Emmanuel 



The first class where everyone is over 
their target to read for 20 minutes each 
night is… 

Miss Hussain's Year 8!  

The competition for the first Year 7 
class to reach 20 minutes is still wide 
open...so come on you can do it! 

Mrs Emmanuel 

 

Ex-Bowlander Tullia, was presented with a Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award in London recently. 

Mrs Emmanuel, Tullia’s mum who is our librarian here at Bowland describes their day. 

We had an amazing day at St James' Palace in London where we were lucky to meet Paul Ainsworth and 
hear his journey to success. Tullia also got to meet Prince Edward whilst he chatted with a small group of 
fellow Gold Award winners. It was all worth the nights of camping in the rain, blisters from all the walking 
and volunteering to help the RSPB for a week in the middle of nowhere in awful conditions. Paul said all the 
qualities needed for the Gold DofE are exactly what he looks for on a CV. Tullia and I also believe the award 
helped towards her getting a place to study Veterinary Medicine at Nottingham.  

So we would like to say a big thank you to the staff at Bowland that helped and organised the Bronze and 
Silver awards. We really appreciate everything you did and continue to do. 



Only three months in and we have 5 millionaire readers from year 7: Harriet, Katherine, Hannah, Becca and 
Edie and Teddy from Year 8 - that's equivalent to reading the new David Walliam’s book (The Beast of   
Buckingham Palace) 44 times! 

How about reading The Beast of Buckingham Palace 88 times? You'd have read 2 million words and that's       
exactly what Lucie (year 8) has done...amazing! 

Mrs Emmanuel 



 

Kids Lit Quiz 

What a year! We entered 2 teams into the North West heat at Pendle Vale College and our fabulous Year 8 
team (Gulliver, Lucie, Isobel & Imogen) came 2nd by one point!!. Year 7 (Thomas, Archie, Harriet and     
Katherine) also put in a fantastic performance.  

Mrs Emmanuel 

 

Points Make Prizes 

Each book on Accelerated Reader is 
allocated a number of points           
depending on the number of words 
and difficulty of the text. Pupils collect 
these points and receive rewards    
during their library lesson.  

Our 25 point wall is filling up nicely 
with stars next to the pupils name and 
a society point given to each pupil. 
We've even got pupils on 50, 100, 200 
& 300 points! They are awarded a   
society point and a 
choice of something from 
the Tray of Treasure.  

 

100% Quizzers 

Every time a pupil quizzes an          
Accelerated Reader book and gets 
100% they are given a raffle ticket. A 
huge number were given out this 
term—well done readers! During the 
whole school assembly on Thursday 
Ebony was drawn out of the hat and 
received a £10 Amazon Voucher! 

 

Super Reader Award 

This certificate and badge are awarded 
in the whole school assembly to one 
pupil each term that has shown an  
extra special commitment to their 
reading. This term the award has gone 
to… 

Jake in year 8!  

 

Book Clubs  

To help broaden the genre and authors our Year 7 & 8’s are reading some of our library lessons now include 
book clubs where a small group of pupils read the same book and discuss it each lesson.  

Pupils have read books they would never have chosen themselves but have loved them...you never know if 
your favourite book is out there unless you try something different. 



Our Year 7s were asked to bring a photo of them reading during the summer break. All the photo's are    
displayed on the main wall in the library. We had some fantastic entries but had to choose a winner and two 
runners up: 

Winner: Ella-Mae 

2nd place: Thomas 

3rd place: Tilly 

Mrs Emmanuel 



It was a very festive atmosphere in the    
library at lunch time recently as Kye invited 
pupils and staff to learn how to make this 
glorious snowflake. 



A cold and blustery day awaited the Year 7’s at Skipton Castle recently, but that didn’t stop them from  
making the most of their adventure. 

Skipton Castle is one of the most preserved medieval castles in England and this visit helped the Year 7’s to 
develop their understanding of local history and their learning about different designs of fortifications. 



Imogen 

Rosie 

Lydia 

Billy 

George 

Alfie 



The focus of this day concerned questions about the existence and 
nature of God. 

It gave the pupils the opportunity to engage with people of faith 
from different denominations and religions and those of no        
religious beliefs.  The pupils were able to review and consider    
religious attitudes and responses to key social, moral and ethical 
issues. 

A further key objective for the pupils was to help them develop 
their questioning skills and appreciate the particular skill of in 
depth questioning and also encourage them to think! 



Thank you to all the pupils who submitted an entry for the Society Christmas Card Competition 
2019. 
 
Judging proved to be very difficult as all the designs were so creative, however, a winner had to be 
chosen and so the successful contender this year was Kiera.  Kiera has had her design printed and 
sent out to local businesses, other schools and work experience providers. 





8 Lister have supported a good cause this term by collecting bath and toiletry items for the Milly’s Smiles 
charity.  Milly’s Smiles is a charity that helps families whose children are admitted to ward 84, a specialised 
oncology and haematology inpatient unit, based at The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital. 

These items will be included in welcome packs given to families for their first few days and weeks of their 
hospital stay.  

Generosity is the most natural outward 
expression of an inner attitude of    
compassion and loving-kindness. 

Dalai Lama 



Year’s 9 and 10 were challenged by Mrs Larkin to help two local charities, The Wish Centre and Mary Vale. 
We were overwhelmed by their generosity, as were the congregation at Trinity Methodist Church who had 
coordinated the collection.  

Well done and thank you to all the pupils and their form tutors. 

Mrs Robertson 



The Year 12 presentation evening took place at Bowland recently, and despite it being a very chilly night, we 
welcomed lots of students and their parents to the celebration. 

It was an Oscars night theme and the hall looked and sounded amazing. Mrs Robertson set the tone with a 
fabulous introduction and the evening continued with a relaxed, party atmosphere. GCSE certificates were 
presented to our wonderful Bowlanders, then there were numerous special subject awards presented by their 
teachers. Lots of students came away from the evening with a shiny golden ‘Oscar’ and a big smile, in  
recognition of all their hard work. 

The PTFA ran a licensed bar, Year 9 and 10 students created delicious canapés and there were many     
memories made for the last time in school, for this year group. 

We wish all the Year 12’s great happiness and success in the next part of their education, training or work 
experiences. 

Mrs Cox 





Fifty pupils from Year’s 10 and 11 recently went on a trip to Keighley Playhouse to watch a performance of a 
book that we are currently studying - ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens. 

The performance was thoroughly enjoyable, despite not following the original 
book.  It started with the cast of six entering the stage and singing carols, 
which set the scene perfectly.  The play followed the structure of the original 
with ‘Ghosts of past, present and yet to come’ visiting Scrooge.  However, it 
did have an added element of humour, for example, some funny rhymes like 
(Don’t snatch it Cratchit)!  The pupils noticed the similarities and differences 
between the two versions.  Despite the differences it was helpful to see the 
play on stage because it helped me to piece the story and characters together. 

Keighley Playhouse was a perfect venue.  We all had good seats and were 
able to see all the details of the play.  It was comfortable, clean and festive. 

Overall, the cast were very good especially Scrooge who transformed from a 
mean spirited miser to a warm hearted and generous man who really captured 
the spirit of Christmas.  They all fulfilled the roles and made the play. 

I think I can speak for all of the pupils when I say it was an entertaining    
performance which helped our understanding of Dickens’ book. 

Thank you - Ginny. 

Congratulations to Jessica from Year 11 who won the 
Clitheroe Rotary Photography Competition. 

Essentially what 

photography is is 

life lit up. 

Sam Abell 



Karolina dazzled the judges and won the title 
with warm chicken livers salad, hake with mussels, 

leek & chorizo sauce & chocolate fondant with vanilla 
ice cream. 

The judges said that all of the dishes were outstanding and that the pupils had really pushed 
themselves. 

They thought that Karolina’s was restaurant standard. 

Mrs Bradley was really proud that the pupils had risen to the challenge. 

Well done to all the participants – Karolina, Charlotte, Harry, Izzy and Lewis. 

Be your biggest competitor, challenge 
yourself each day to be better than 

you were yesterday. 



Charlotte created smoked mackerel 
pâté with melba toast, lamb steak 

with potato balls, pea purée &   
salsa dressing & cheese cake with 

ginger biscuits, a rose jelly & a side 
of watermelon & strawberry salad. 

Harry made chicken liver pâté with a red onion relish, 
steak mushroom & ale pie with a suet crust, seasonal 

veg & cubed potatoes & lemon cheesecake with a 
flaked chocolate topping. 



Izzy made smoked salmon pâté with fresh         
sourdough rye bread, nana’s chicken Thai curry 
with naan bread & basmati rice & raspberry &   

lemon cheesecake with a raspberry coulis. 

Lewis made chicken Yom yum gai 
soup, pork, chilli & basil Thai curry 

with jasmine rice & coconut balls for 
dessert. 



The Year 8 gardeners have WON 
the Royal Horticultural Society 
competition to makeover Bowland’s 
nature reserve.  This will transform 
it into a workable garden and    
useable space.   

Please congratulate Anissa, Megan, 
Ruby and Jordy who have worked 
tremendously hard designing the 
garden and creating the model 
shown here; they presented it at a 
special event in Harrogate recently. 

The gardening team will be       
interviewed on Radio Leeds in due 
course and will be supported by 
the RHS to secure funding. 

They were presented with an 
amazing glass trophy in recognition 
of their success. 



Miss Yates and the Year 10 GCSE 
drama class selected five masks  
from 8 Walker to display on the 
headteacher’s wall of excellence. 

These masks were created based 
on the Day of the Dead Festival 
which is celebrated every year in 
remembrance of friends and family 
who have died.   

We commend the amazing          
creativity of our pupils. 

 



Earlier this month, all of Year 11 visited Leeds Town Hall to watch Poetry Live.  This was a first for me having 
not been to a poetry event before and I wasn’t sure what to expect.  The format was the poets themselves 
reading their work aloud, interspersed between sessions lead by the head examiner, which provided us with 
useful tips and advice. 

At first it felt awkward but then everyone relaxed and began to enjoy it.  The highlight for me was Imtiaz 
Dharker, reading aloud her poem ‘Tissue’.      
Before the event, I already knew that ‘Tissue’ 
was my favourite but I didn’t know why.  After 
listening to her read it aloud and explain each 
stanza in the detail, the poem as a whole 
changed for me.  The poem explores how to 
avoid conflict, questioning if it could be done and 
how.  She pays particular detail to the objects 
that let light through human tissue that is 
thrown away in conflict.  When you first read it, 
it seems light and delicate, not as intense as   
other poems in the anthology.  Having listened 
to it, its lightness and fragile language capture 
the vulnerability of human tissue in the face of 
the violence of war and conflict. 

During the day we listened to over seven poets, 
including the current and former ‘poet laureates’, Simon Armitage and Carol Ann Duffy.  All of them powerful, 
moving and sometimes funny.  If you’ve never heard poetry spoken aloud, I would definitely recommend  
Poetry Live - it really brings poetry to life! 

Hazel 

An extract from ‘Tissue’, a poem by Imtiaz Dharker 



 

Pupils have enjoyed the lunch-time Toy Making Club with Mr Higham. 



 Today Year 7 pupils were involved in 'Volcano Day'. This was an opportunity for them to explore the island 
of Montserrat and create a scale model of this Caribbean volcanic wonder. The pupils went on to learn 
about some of the consequences of the last major eruption and worked as a team to help mitigate the  
disaster. They finished by devising a four year plan in order to rebuild the island and keep its inhabitants 
safe from future eruptions. Many struggled to stay within the £48,000,000 budget! 

It was a wonderful way to end the 
term. Well done to all who took part 
and keep an eye out for your model 
making it onto the wall displays. 

Mr Procter 





Please congratulate Andrew, Shannon, Sam and Ryan who enjoyed their pupil of the week reward by  

decorating our school Christmas tree. 



 

Congratulations to our raffle winners: 

£100 - J Platt  

£50 - M Isherwood  

£25 - L Mayor  

Holden Clough Hamper - J Sutcliffe  

Gin Hamper - E Ireland  

Chocolate Hamper - S Lawton  

Pamper Hamper - C Johnson  

Games Hamper - K Shatford  

Film Hamper - J Madden  

Christmas Cake - D Higham 



 
7 Benedict sold the most tickets for this year’s Christmas 
raffle which was drawn at the Carol Concert. 

They were treated to a festive Christmas lunch and were 
served by the senior leadership team. 



 
Mrs Bradley’s Year 9 catering class were feeling very festive decorating cakes and biscuits recently. 



 







 















KS4      

 

8B 

8C   

8L 

8W    

Holly 

Doruk & Izzy 

Noah 

Rihanna 

Josh 

Lucie 

Amelia 

Roman 

7B  

7C  

7L  

7W   

9B   

9C   

9L   

9W   

10B   

10C   

10L   

10W   

Mia 

Leo 

Fallon 

Elizabeth 

Karolina 

Ella & Finley 

Lewis 

Kiera 

11B   

11C   

11L   

11W   

Matthew 

Lewis & Riley 

Chelsea 

Max 



KS4      

KS3      

Star Pupils 

KS4   

KS3      KS4   

Lilly Ella 

Alfie 

Toby 

Maud 

Toby 

Nieve 

Sam 

Claire 

Amelia 

Ben 

Star Forms 

7 Curnock 

8 Lister 

 

 

9 Lister 

10 Curnock 

11 Curnock 

 





Date Event 

Monday 6th January School Reopens 

Monday 13th January Y9 BRAG Event @ The Grand 3pm to 6pm 

Wednesday 15th January Y11 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 27th January Y10 History - Hitler on Trial 

Monday 3rd February E-Safety Week 

Wednesday 5th February Y10 Parents’ Evening & Y10 Mock Interviews 

Friday 7th February Y11 R.E. Day 

Monday 10th February Star Award Assemblies - all week 

Wednesday 12th February KS4 Information Evening 7pm 

Friday 14th February School Closes for Half Term 

Monday 24th February School Reopens 

Tuesday 3rd March Y9 Holocaust Day, Y10 R.E., Y11 Study Skills 

Wednesday 4th March Y9 Parents' Evening  

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Friday 6th March Prefect Awards Assembly 

Monday 9th March Year 11 Geography Trip 

Thursday 12th March Year 11 Geography Trip 

A silent night, a star above,               

a blessed gift of hope and love.  

A merry Christmas to you all. 


